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6 431 it is my 
dulge the 


beloved is Hill living 
may ſafely be delivered to her, though it is 
vyritten in one of the molt remote and 64 
rid parts of the world. A Poliſh Jews: 
trades to Tobolſkoy, 2 who is Now, 
dating to return to Poland, has by an ac. 
- cident become cateſt friend and be- 
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he may alſo be the means of delivering me 


from this dreadful place of confinement. 
About a twelvemonth ago, being obliged 
by my hard fate to go into the woods like 


many others, in ſearch of ermins; deep in 


the receſs of one of them I found this 


poor Jew, who with his horſe had fallen 
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into the ſnow, which being exceſſively 
deep, he was utterly incapable of getting 
out, and was beſides almoſt frozen to death; 
ſio that he muſt inevitably have periſhed, 
had he not had timely aſſiſtance, which 
I gave him at the hazard of my life: for 


Which he has ſhown his gratitude to me in 

the nobleſt manner, and proved that there 
are ſometimes good diſpoſitions to be found 
where we leaſt expect it. He could not 
rleſt till he had taken me with him to the 
governor, with whom he is Bie in favor 


on account of his being rich. Sir, ſaid 


the (preſenting me to hint) this Swediſh of. 
ficer has Ewe 


ſaved my life, and I want not gra- 
titude nor money to purchaſe his ranſom. 


To which the governor replied, this was 


not in his power, for that he could ſet no 


priſoner at liberty without an order from 


court. The Jew then gave him a purſe of 


i 
4 
5 
} 
1 
3 
$ 9 - l | * 
I 
4 * 
„ 
. \ A þ 
* 
= * 0 
. * x Y 
* - L % 
PR L ** 1 . Fu 
wy As * > 
* ad 3 


8 id, and | | exempt me 
gol, the hard — ag of. thoſe who. are "a 

| — into this country. This the-gover- 

nor promiſed to do, on condition he paid 

daily a few copikes for me; which my be- 

nefactor not only conſented to, but — 


great chearfulneſs advanced him -a ſum for 


a twelvemonth beforehand ; reſerving! to 
himſelf at the ſame time che liberty of vi- 

ſiting me every other day in the * 
But before I proceed to give you an account 
of my preſent ſituation, it will be neceſſary 
firſt to give you my hiſtory, during the thres 


years that 1 have been in Siberia, and a .4 


ao I came into this country. + + 


If you have received my laſt kw = 
from Moſcow, you will Toralle. that 


Sidney, Steeley's uncle, was removed to the 
ſame. priſon with us; alſo that -Stecley's 


COUntryMeEn had advanced him ſome mon 3 
This enabled us for a few; months to se 
a little more comfortable in our proviſion; 


ſo that we did not entirely depend upon chat 


which we, in common with the other pri/ 


ſoners, were before obliged to make uſe of + 
but could afford — ſomething better, 


at kaſt for our ee We had ck ; 
; 2 3 


> Hevd the 1 


. er French books to read, but could never 
5 ny. Inſtead of which, he brought us 


cee of Raft, 4d 
Prieſt er elergyman to dach us the lan- 


«laſt ſomething to amuſe us! and though 


at another time we ſhould ſcarce have 
thought it worth our while to look into 
them, we now read them over ſeveral times. 
For this exereiſe diverted our thoughts from 


ating on our wretched condition, and 


- 1g meaſure compenſated for the trou- 
the language of 


ö 1 ble we were at, in learnin 
| thecountry; though it ſerved to no other 
. _ Purpoſe, but to underſtand: the- hiſtory of 


| the former barbarous dukes of Ruſſia. 
; X 3 8 Tbe 


Z prieſt, for a trifle of 'money, at- 
”  gahded' us two or three” hours every day; 


? And. advanced us ſo far in the language, 
fta we in a very 
 - ſtand it tolerably well. He brought us at 


little time could under- 


5 laſt a few ſmall pamphiets which treated of 


| the Greek religion; in which however he 
| "was as ignorant as it was poſſible to be, 
| *infomych _ he my did 1 not know its 
= ER | — | par- 


85587 How glad were we to ive d 


* 


particular tenets. Hence the ridiculous ar- 
uments he frequently made uſe of- in-its 
| -Jefence, ſerved as a temptation to Steeley 
to contradict him now and then; and 
though he was but a ſmatterer in the lan- 
guage, yet he underſtood enough of it to 
confute the fooliſh arguments of his an- 
tagoniſt. But Sidney and I remarked, 
that there ſeemed to be malice lurking in 
the heart of the prieſt; and dreading the 
conſequence, we entreated Steeley not to 
Our caſh now being gone, and ti? 
prieſt ſeldom calling, but when he was mw 
iquor, we thought it moſt prudent to di. 
charge our reverend divine. Therefore the 
next time he came, after returning him our 
thanks for all his civility to us, we told him 
that as we now knew enough of the lan- 
guage to make ourſelves underſtood,” M 
would not trouble him any farther.” H 
though we ſpoke this to him in the molt 
friendly manner, yet was he offended, and _} 
I with Steeley and Sidney when 
they paid him the laſt money for his teach- 
ing us. We endeavoured all we could to 
| pacify him; firſt by good words, then by” 2 
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filently bearing his infules, but all was in 
vain, - Inflamed with liquor, his foul knew 
no diſguiſe; but ſhewed him, as he really 
was, a fiend in human ſhape. He bawled 
and roared fo loud that Fr alarmed the 


Watch, who came in to enquire what was 
the matter; when, without the leaſt heſi- 


tation, the villain impeached us of having 
ſpoken againſt the church and the Czar, 
Aﬀtoniſhment and horror ſeized on us! for 
though innocent, it availed us not—we 


Vere not ſuffered ſo much as to ſpeak ; but 


on the contrary, the guards were ſo incenſed 


0 Galt us, that we were indanger of being torn 
to pieces by them. The head keeper came 


alſo to enquire what was the matter, and 
hearing the accuſation, promiſed the prieſt 
ſatisfaction. Immediately we were loaded 
with irons, as if we had been the greateſt 


criminals, Ah! my beloved, ſhall I de- 


ſcribe to you what we then felt —Alas! 
it is beyond deſcription. 

The next day we were brought before 
the court to take our trial; when the ma- 
licious prieſt, whoſe word was deemed ſa- 


. his former charge firſt againſt 


Steeley. My friend relied on his 1 3 
, ut 


EF] 
but before this horrid tribunal, innocence 
was of no avail to the accuſed; and the 
proceeded with him according to their hor- 

rid cuſtom, of extorting a confeſſion by 
torture. They ordered him to be thrown 
down, and to receive the pumſhment af 
the Boddiggen; which torture he ſuffered 
in our "ſight, with the greateſt conſtancy, 
uttering not the leaſt complaint ; while two 
of the barbarians ſtood beating him all the 
time, on his naked body, with twa ſticks. 
This act of |harbarity being over, 
without the court's being able to conſtrain 
him to make the leaſt confeſſion, it came to the 
unfortunate Sidney's turn to ſuffer, whom 
the prieſt formally impeached. And here, 
had it been poſſible for theſe ſavages to 
have felt compaſſion, they muſt have been 
moved at the piteous diſtreſs of poor Sid- 


ney, whoſe prayers and tears were enqugh | | 


to have moved an heart of adamant. But, 


callous to every tender feeling, they or- 


dered him to be thrown down, and under-: : 2 . 


o the ſame torture as Steeley had done be- 
ore. I would have turned away my eyes 


from beholding this dreadful ſight, but the: 
inhuman monſters obliged me to be a ſpecs 
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_ tator-of his torments—which he endured, 
but to breathe no more | for as ſoon as the 
eee ſtipulated number of ſtri 
| and breathleſs on the floor. 
| The Ring Aa Join of: water in his face, to 
ſee he'would recovery but he was gone, 
never to revive again] Nor was this me 
ter of the leaſt ws gore to the de 
deing no uncommon thing accuſed 


to die under this cruel trial. 
« Steeley was carried out amen lifeleſs 


Sidney was dead—and 1 expetied, with- 
_ out the poſſibility of my innocence being 
known, to ſhare the ſame. thelanchaly fate. 


{f 2; Burwhether the death of Sidney had abated 
* ide revengeful malice of the prieft, or that 


ge was the leaft offended with me, he did 
- 1 me of having calumniated the 


3 fate, only defired that F would give evi- 


dene, that my two companions had been 
guilty of treaſonable expreſſions. I ſo- 
lemnly declared in my defence, that I had 


heard no ſuch thing, at leaſt that I had 


not underſtood it. They then ordered 
that I ſhould-undergo the ſame torture, to 
make me confeſs; and 1 Was * 


he 


1 % . 


— on the floor, where they interro- 
ated me once more, to declare what I had 
Þ N The fears of pain and death aſ- 
maulted me with all their force; yet notwith- 
znding I held out, and reſolutely reſolved 
to ſuffer any death, rather than bs a falſe 
cr ſave my life, and take away per- 
| haps that of my fad Whether or not - 
the prieſt's malice was; now fully glutted, 
or that my afflicted countenance ' (which I 
believe was expreſſive of horror) affected 
him, I know not; but he beſought the 
judges to ſhew mercy towards me; alledg 
ing, that 3 I had not underſtood [che 
ſenſe of = they had ſpoken, as I did not 
3 much — the Ruſſian langusge a 
they did. 
The ſame deference that had been 
ſhewn to the prieſt's accuſation, was now 
paid to his requeſt: I was bid to get up, 
and ordered back to priſon; where I found 
poor Steeley lying on the floor, without 
any other ſign of life than juſt a low mo- 
tion of the pulſe. I threw-myſelf down 
by him, and arr one hand ee him, 
my other being fettered. I ſpoke dd chim. 3 
but he anſwered not, and lay in a my ve — 2 
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death · like Number the whole night. When 


the morning came I ſpoke again to him, 


and to my inexpreſſible joy, I beheld him 
open his eyes, and ſtretch out his hand to- 
wards me, but he could not ſpeak. Soon af- 


terwards our keeper came in, and enquired 


my fetters to be taken off, and ſeemed to 
pity us. I aſſured him by all that was ſa- 
cred, that my friend was as innocent as 1 


was. That ſignifies nothing, ſays he, 
for the evidence of the prieſt, as an eccle- 


ſiaſtic, is always taken, and you are both 
adjudged to be ſent to Siberia. God help 
you! I cannot be of any ſervice to you; 
for was I to ſhew you any favor, I ſhould 


have every thing to fear from the prieſt. 


Be contented if you have not your tongues 
cut out before you go, for that is often 


done to thoſe who have ſpoken againſt the 
church or ſtate.” How could you be ſo in- 
conſiderate as to offend the prieſt! In two 
days you will be ſent to Siberia with the 


other-priſoners, and I ſhall hardly ſee you 
again. This dreadfu] account agitated 
my mind with the moſt horrid apprehen-- 
ſions; and in a kind of diſtraction I threw 
ER myſelf 


. 
myſelf down again by Steeley, who conti- 
nued ſtill inſenſible to every thing about 
him, and at preſent at leaſt was happier 
than I, being inſenſible of his preſent mi- 
ſery, and of thoſe evils which were ſtill im- 
pending over him. W 
„ Inſtead of the keeper's offering me 
any conſolation, under theſe my dreadful 
circumſtances, he aſked me, if I meant not 
ro give him ſomething for his ſervices, and 
for giving me all this intelligence. Shocked 
as I was at this demand (for it was rather 
a demand than a favor that he aſked) yet 
J put my hand in ee pocket to ſee 
for ſome money for him; but the watch had 
taken care to take it all away. When he 
ſaw there was nothing more for him, his 
ſeeming compaſſion vaniſned, and he went 
diſſatisfied away, leaving me in a condition 
not to be deſcribed. In ſhort, grief and 
ſortow overcame me, and I ſunk almoſt 
into deſpair : forſaken, as I thought, by. 


God and man, my deſponding foul loſt all © 


confidence in the former, while I looked 
on the latter with contempt and hatred. 
EIn the midſt of this my diſtraction, 
wiſhing a thouſand times for death to re- 


* 
* 


e 


11 

lieve me, I fell aſleep; for not having cloſed 
my eyes for ſeveral nights, my diſturbed 
and wearied ſpirits wanted much reſt ere 
they could gain any poſſible compoſure, 
and I believe I ſlept above twenty-four 
hours. When I awaked I found myſelf 
refreſhed, and ſomewhat more compoſed ; 
and had the pleaſure to behold my friend 
with uplifted eyes lying by me, his ſenſes 

being returned. He aſked me in a feeble 

voice, where Sidney was; he having been 
Carried out of the court before Sidney died. 
J could not anſwer him! „Is he dead? 
continued he; would to God he were! then 
would he be happier than we. Is he then 
no longer in the hands of theſe barba- 
Tians?” I told him he was not that he was 
dead. When Ienquired how he found him- 
{elf, he aſked me, whether I was not ſtill 
in a great deal of pain, from the agony and 
torture I had undergone; he ſuppoſing I 
had likewiſe been put to the torture. 

I then related to him all that had hap- 
pened after he was carried out: to which 
he eagerly replied, have they then favoured 
you? God be praiſed! now am I doubly 
ſatisfied. Sidney is dead, and you have 
1 eſcaped 


1 7 


l eſcaped the torture. I could keep him no 


longer ignorant of our being condemned 


1 to be baniſhed to Siberia, but told him all 
chat 1 had heard from the keeper. But 


the ſufferings he had already undergone, 


made him look upon this without any de- 


gree of terror. Yet when I intimated to 
him my apprehenſions that they would per- 


l haps torture us ſtill more, before they ſent 


us to Siberia, No! exclaimed he, wring- 
ing his hands with a kind of wildneſs, ra- 
ther death a thouſand times rather death, 
I fay, than this! would you yet live to be 
butchered — to be mangled to death?“ 
While we were thus overwhelmed with new 
fury and deſpair, the keeper came in to 
tell us that early next morning we were 
both to be ſent to Siberia. . Are we to be 
tortured any more ? cried Steeley. No, an- 
ſwered the keeper, you are only baniſhed 
to Siberia there to labour. 
_ « It is held a maxim in philoſophy that 


were there no ow there could be no plea- 


ſure; and indeed I know not whether if 
Steeley and I had not taſted of the former 


in an extreme degree, we ſhould have now 
taſted fo highly of the latter, from the bare 
"+ ' aſſurance 


— 


I Ps — ore 


E 2 


; aſſurance that we were only to be baniſhed. 


Certain it is our former ſufferings appeared 
tnfling, when we were aſſured that no far- 
ther violence was to be offered to us; and 
we found a conſolation from the removal 
of our fears, which nothing elle. perhaps 
could have given us. As for Steeley, he 
was fo overcome with joy, he thought of 
nothing but how to reward the keeper for 
this welcome intelligence. After ſearching 


his pockets for a long time he at laſt found 


two roubles; at which getting up (for the 
firſt time) now ſays he to him will I ſhare 
my 'riches with you, giving them to the 
keeper, who was ſo very generous as to give 
him one of them back again. Steeley A 


| aſked what they had done with the dead 


corple of Sidney, and whether he could not 


ſee the remains of his departed friend? 


But the Ruſſian told him he was already 
put into the ground where malefactors were 
uſually buried. © Let him lie where he 
will, replied Steeley, burſting into tears, 
he is ſtill an honeſt man—and, my friend, 
they have done him much wrong.“ I 
_ at him that he ſhould be ſilent; and 
es he would not make himſelf farther 
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f unhappy about his friend, ſince he was 


dead, and therefore it could be of no man- 
ner of ſervice. He aſked, whether it were 


not poſſible to ſpeak to one of his country- 
men once more? but that could by no 
means be granted him. 


« Our keeper being now about to leave 
us, we cordially thanked him for all his ci- 
vilities (though God knows we had pur- 
chaſed moſt of them very dear) and em- 


bracing him, aſked him again whether he 


was poſitive, that they would not inflict any 
farther puniſhment on us? he aſſured us 
with an oath, held ſacred among them, 
that they would not. We then offered him 
our little. remaining all, tor him to.procure 
us ſomething to eat, it being now almoſt 
four days ſince we had taſted any food. 
But, whether agitated by a ſudden ſtart of 
eneroſity, or that he really poſſeſſed ſome 
mall ſhare of good nature, he refuſed 
taking our little pittance ; ſaying, he would 
give us ſomething to eat, and a glaſs of 
brandy to ſtrengthen us for our journey ; 
and promiſed likewiſe to bring a plaiſter to 
put on Steeley's wounded body, which he 


aſſured us would be of infinite ſervice to 


him. 


into a different waggon; than whi 
could more have augmented my milery ; 


1 6 ] 


him. Nor did he deceive us, but faithfully 
brought what he had promiſed; and we 
ſupped, I may ſay, comfortably, patientiy 
reſigning ourſelves to whatever might befal 
us; ſince we were aſſured it could not be 
worſe than what we had already experienced. 
Steeley alſo found in the morning a very 
ſenſible relief from his plaiſter. As ſoon 
as we had got up, came the keeper to tell 


us we were immediately to ſet off; and ac- 


cordingly delivered us to the officer who 
carried us to the reſt of the priſoners, 
which were eight in number, who were to go 
with us to Siberia. The chief of theſe were 
Ruſſians of diſtinction, who had been ſuſ- 


pected of deſigns againſt the ſtate. There 


were two carriages provided for us, into 
each of which they put five of us. And 
here I had the mortification to be ſeparated 
from my dear Steeley, each being ordered 

_ nothing 


and in the ſame order as we arrived to one 


ſtation, were we obliged to proceed to an- 


other; ſo that Steeley could not ſpeak to 
me, nor I to him all the way, except a few 
_— at a diſtance. 

« Three 


2 
* 


1 . 


1 


« Three of my companions were Ruſ- 
fians, as ſavage in their manners as they 
were in their aſpect; and which was ren- 
dered ſtill more ſo by reſentment at their 

reſent diſgrace. They were mortified to 
think that they, who valued themſelves 
upon being Ruſſian Knees, ſhould ſuffer 
the ſame ignominious puniſhment with a 
Swede and a Frenchman (who was my” 
other companion in the waggon); the 
Frenchman, who had been a major, but 
who had unfortunately drawn his ſword 
upon his colonel, ſoon became my confi- 
dant; and what was lucky for us both, not 
one of the Ruſſians underſtood a word of 
French. Though bred up to arms, he 
poſſeſſed all that engaging addreſs which is 


the reſult of a liberal education; and 


though he was of an oppoſite temper to 
mine, our common calamity made us al- 
ready friends. He poſſeſſed from nature 
an honeſt heart, and that reſerve which I at 
firſt obſerved in him, inſenſibly wore off as 
we became more acquainted with eachother. 
And indeed, while we were on the road I 
made quite a different man of him: I en- 
deavoured to bring him to ſuch a temper 


Vor, II: | 3 of 
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[18 ] 
of mind, as might in ſome meaſure com- 
penſate for the lols of my dear Steeley. 

« The nearer we approached Siberia, 


the more rudely were we treated, eſpecially 


By thoſe who were to convey us farther on. | 
But Remour (which was the major's name) 
and I took no notice of their inſults, and 
held them in as high degree of contempt as 
ever they could us. Never mind them, 


_ cried he, let them go on; it neither takes 
' off from our courage, nor diminiſhes our 


honour. Thus he and I and the once diſ- 
tinguiſhed Ruſſians were now all on a level, 


al reduced to one and the ſame poverty: 
and if we had even had any thing of worth 
or value about us, theſe barbarians would 


ſoon have made it their own; nor could it 
have been poſſible to have concealed it from 


their ſearch; as, like brutes, did they treat 


every one whole misfortune it was to be ba- 


miſhed to Siberia. We had nothing but 
dry and mouldy bread to eat, and even 
this were we forced to ſubmit to with- 
-out murmuring. The cold was what we 
ſuffered moſt from, particularly poor Stee- 
ley, whoſe mangled vey felt its effects 
moſt ſeverely. 


Wo After 
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After about ſix or ſeven weeks we ar- 
rived at Tobolſkoy, the town to which we 
were baniſhed ; and which preſented to our 
view a Proſpect of every thing that could 
make our exile terrible. We were carried 


before the governor, who ordered all of us 


to the employment allotted to thoſe who 


are baniſhed to that country, viz. the mi- 


ſerable one of catching ermins; the ſkips 
of which animals are ſent to the court of 
Ruſſia. What aggravated the ſeverity of 
this ſentence to my conception was, that 
Steeley was ordered to a place diſtant 


from that of my confinement: yet I 


had one conſolation amidſt this horrid 


ſcene before me, the company of Remour; 
which, had I been deprived of, my af- 
fliction would have been great indeed ! 
Repreſent to yourlelf, my beloved, what a 


man of my condition and ſenſibility muſt 
feel, on ſeeing himſelf condemned to 2 
in the meaneft occupation; obliged to wan- 


der in the woods with blunted arrows to 
kill ermins, or catch them with hawks; 


and at the ſame time to be under the com- 
mand of a fellow, who perhaps has leſs 
reaſom and is oftentimes more ſavage, 

8 yy than 


* 
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than the wild inhabitants of the woods 
themſelves. 

Were it not that the greateſt affliction 
ſeems to become lighter by length of time, 
and that the greateſt hardſhips at length 
become habitual to the body; or, to ſpeak 
more forcibly, were 1t not that God at in- 
tervals comforts thoſe who ſuffer innocently 
with the pleaſing ſenſe of an approving 

_ conſcience, my life in Siberia would have 

been a life of abſolute deſpair. Yet, mi- 
ſerable as every day paſſed along, I found 
ſome enjoyment at night in unburthening 
myſelf to Remour: in relating to him my 
daily ſufferings, and what I had perhaps 

repeated to him a hundred times before, 

In his friendly boſom poured I my com- 
laints, and from his friendly conſolation 

did I find relief from the hardſhip of the 

day. 

* Slavery, to a being endowed with rea- 
ſon, is certainly one of the greateſt hard- 
ſhips in life: at the ſame time to find a 
faithful friend in a fellow-ſufferer, is as 
great a bleſſing. Each look, each word, 
each geſture of his affords conſolation to 
the ſoul], for all are ſigns of compaſſion; 


8 and 
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ds 

and what more grateful than compaſſion, 
on to an afflicted heart! Indeed, I ſhould' be 
e, ungrateful to Providence, if while I enu- 
th © merated the hardſhips of my ſufferings, I 
k did not alſo acknowledge the little intervals 
n- of enjoyment, which even the moſt diſ- 
ly treſſed muſt ſometimes perceive in the va- 


ricty of their misfortunes. In misfortune, 


g 

© | . b 
e | the nature of things ſeems to aſſume a dif- 
— ferent form; for what would have been a 


matter of concern to me in my former 
g happy ſtate, now afforded comfort to my 
y © forlorn condition: and this I have more 
ſenſibly reflected on, ſince I have been fo 

. IF fortunate as to have the ſeverity of my ſla- 
very mitigated; and have traced the divine 
Providence in it, with the deepeſt reverence 
> and inward awe. Many times have I, when 
Z almoſt on the borders of deſpair, received 

a check to my complaints, by perceiving 

at a diſtance ſome ſuffering exile labouring 
under the ſame hardſhips with myſelf. 


L 

Even death, which is beheld with terror al- 
8 moſt by every one, has been a thouſand 
times a pleaſing object to me: the thought 
| which at another time would perhaps have 
= | damped my ſpirits, has in a divine manner 


B 3 ſup- 
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ſupported me, under the burthen which 
forced me to groan. The pleaſing thought 
that 1 might die, perhaps this night or the 
next, has like an opiate lulled me to 2 
and when every proſpect of relief has for- 
faken me, then has religion infuſed a beam 
of } Joy. 4 my ſoul, wich the comfortable 
hope of ppineſs in another world. 
alter f Hind thus lived three years in 
| flavery, earning my daily bread like 
e other priſoners, by bringing home a 
certain Bre number of creatures that we 
were to catch, I met with the accident of 
the Poliſh Jew. This grateful man, as I 
have before made mention to you, has, 
through his interceſſion and by means of 
his money, prevailed with the governor to 
exempt me from labour; and by degrees has 
fo far wrought on him as to cauſe me to 
be removed to a more light and roomy 
cell. Not content with this, he ſtrives 
to make my condition ſtill more eaſy: he 
has procured for me cotnfortable and con- 
venient cloaths, and ſtripped off my coarſe 
and ruſtic covering to which I have long 
Been uſed — frightful garb! which now 
_ before my eyes as a memento of my 
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8 former hardſhips. He has alſo provided 
me with ſeveral fur-ſkins to lie on; but 


having been ſo long uſed to ſleep on 
hard boards, they at firſt rather hindered 
my reſt. He often viſited me, but never 
without a freſh inſtance of acknowledg- 
ment for the ſervice I had done him. 
« Senſible as I was of the happy change 
in my circumſtances, yet wanted it that re- 
hſh of enjoyment it otherwiſe would have 
had, could my Steeley and Remour have 
partaken of it with me. My benefactor 
indeed, at my requeſt, made enquiry after 
Steeley ; but could get no other informa- 


tion than that he had been ſent to a place 


called Pohen, about a fortnight's journey 
from Tobolſkoy, but that whether he was 
yet living he could not learn. In the mean 
time my generous benefactor being about 
to depart, preſented me with twelye ducats 
towards my expence during his abſence. 
I ventured to requeſt of him that he would 
convey three of them to Remour, or lay 
them out in ſome. refreſhments for him 
(the remainder I intended laying hy for my 
dear Steeley ) which he according did; 
and not contented even with this, he Re- 


B 4 vailed 
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vailed the ſame day with the inſpector to 
permit Remour to ſpend ſome hours in = 
company. This was a joy to me inexpre 
fibly great! indeed, it afforded a ſcene of 
unexpected pleaſure to us both — our ſouls, 
as it were, were again renewed; and I hoped 
fill many times to enjoy this happineſs. 
But alas, it was not ſo decreed! for Re- 
mour ſoon after fell ſick, and I could not 
obtain permiſſion to ſpeak to him till a few 
moments-before his death ; when he could 
only articulate a few incoherent words, and 
expired. Thus loſt T a ſecond faithful 
friend and fellow-ſufferer. 
The generous Jew continued his viſits 
to me during his ſtay at Tobolſkoy, and 
gave me ſeveral little intelligences and in- 
' formations concerning the governor, who 
he ſaid was in great favour with the Czar; 
he having been with him in Germany; and 
that his lady was a native of Courland, 
and had been a confidant of Catharina's. 
He farther told me, that the governor much 
delighted in building; and that if I had 
any knowledge of architecture, it _ be 
Eto a means of ingratiating myſelf in 


favour. This was an 3 piece of 
infor- 


LF: 


information, and which I failed not to im- 


prove, by letting my benefactor know that 


3 I underſtood the art of drawing plans and 
models for building tolerably well; and 
that I did not in the leaſt doubt but that I 


could do ſomething that would pleaſe the 
governor, provided he would furniſh me 
with the neceſſary requiſites ;—at leaſt it 
would be an agreeable amuſement in my 
ſolitary hours. 

He accordingly ſupplied me with the 
neceſſary apparatus for drawing; and having 
exerciſed myſelf a week or two in deſign- 
ing, as ſoon as I had finiſned a piece pretty 
tolerable, he carried it to the governor. 
The next day I was ordered to wait on him, 
when I found he had ſome ſkill in archi- 
tecture. He was naturally of a haughty 


a and imperious diſpoſition, yet he deigned 


to favour me with a pleaſing countenance, 


and talked to me ſometimes in German, 


ſometimes in barbarous Latin. He ap- 
peared amazed to hear me anſwer him ſo 
readily in Latin, and from that moment 
ſeemed to pity my unhappy ſituation. 
« If it ſtood with me, ſaid he, I would 


not heſitate a moment in giving you your 
N liberty; 


a 


? 4 # - N- N. 0 
Weener 


turning himſelf to che — this, my dear, 


[ 26 ] 


liberty ; but this is not in my power. You 

are baniſhed to this country for life ; and 
all that I can do for you is to mitigate the 
ſeverity of your fate, by making your con- 
finement as eaſy to you as I can. As long 
as I live, you ſhall be exempted from 
working like the other priſoners; and this 
I promiſe you without any other conſidera- 
tion from the Jew. Are you, added he, 
contented with this?“ 1 thanked him in 
the moſt ſubmiſſive terms, and I faw he 
was moved. I improved this circumſtance, 
and calling all my eloquence to my aid, I 
humbly beſought him to extend his gra- 
eious benevolence and compaſſion allo to 


my friend, who had been baniſhed into that 


country at the fame time with myſelf, and 
whoſe name was Steeley. This, inter- 
rupted he, is more than I am at liberty to 

grant you; however, I will conſider of it; 
at preſent you may depart, and ſet about 
the draught of that building of which 1 
have been ſpeaking to you? As he finiſhed 
theſewords, a very handſome woman, of a 


Pleaſing and majeſtic mien, entered the 


room; upon which he bid me ſtay, and 
ſaid 


4 
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nid he, is the unfortunate Swede of whom 
vou have heard me ſpeak; if you pleaſe 


you may talk with him, and order him 


3 fome refreſhment, while I go and divert 
= myſelf an hour or two with hunting,” He 
IF accordingly went out, and his lady addreſſed 


herſelf to me in the moſt friendly and ob- 


ging manner, ſaying, © ſhe thought herſelf 


intereſted in my misfortunes, as I was 
partly her countryman.” She aſked me 
a thouſand queſtions, rewarded my nar- 
rative with a compaſſionate attention,. and 
behaved with ſuch complaiſance and affa- 
bility, as baniſhed that timidity which her 
preſence firſt inſpired, and enabled me to- 
ipeak to her with a becoming freedom. 
She liſtened with attentive pleaſure while I 
expatiated on the charms of my beloved, 
and declared to her the ardent deſire that 
burnt within my breaſt to behold you 
ab. THE 1c 7 

After I had thus related to her my 
misfortunes, ſhe feelingly replied, © I pity 
you from my heart; and were I near the 
court, your merit ſhould ſoon meet with a 


more ſuitable reward : but perhaps it may 


yet be poſſible, that I may in time be able 
to 


[ 28 J 
do contribute towards your return into your 
native country. The extreme fondneſs 
you exprels for your wife, beyond the ge- 
nerality of huſbands, and the ſufferings 
you have endured are to me ſuffictent mo- 
tives, to make me your friend. And 
though you are treated as a ſlave, be aſſured 
you will always have my eſteem, if this 
can be of any conſolation to you in a 
country, where barbari y of manners ſup- 
— the place of humanity and refined 
eelings. Were I to follow the dictates of 
my own will, I would inſiſt on your ſitting 
down with us to dinner to-day; but I am 
fearful of diſpleaſing my huſband.” She 
then took a bottle of wine from the table, 
which was already laid, and politely drank 
to me your health. 15 
] was ſo affected with the behaviour 
of this excellent woman, that I could not 
refrain from tears; nor could I any longer 
cConceal from her my real name; but throw- 
ing myſelf at her feet, Madam, ſaid I, 
you deſerve that I ſhould thus on my knees 
return you thanks, for your uncommon 
marks of favour to me—me, who am the 


moſt unfortunate of mankind ! I will now 
| | confeſs 


12 


= confeſs to you all, though this confeſſion 


your WM ſhould even threaten my life: all that I 
Ineſs 4 have related to you is ſtrictly true, except 
ge- that my name is not Loewenhoek. No, 
ings WW madam, I am the Count of G—; but 
mo- let me beſeech you by your own noble ſoul, 
And and that of my dear Counteſs, not to diſ- 
ared cover this my real name and quality.” 
this Upon which ſhe politely gave me her hand, 
n a and I then related to her my misfortunes 
up- in the army. Good God, exclaimed 
ned ſhe, are you Count G—? my huſband 
; of knew your father extremely well when he 
ing was ambaflador at Moſcow. Unfortunate 
am Count! My huſband muſt know nothing 
She of this. . For though I have nothing to re-. 
Je, proach him with, in his conduct towards me, 
nk yet to others he is haſty and violent in his 
temper; and how ſoon may you not offend 
ur him inadvertently ? Behave to him always 
ot with the utmoſt ſubmiſſion, particularly at 


ſuch times when he is moſt affable to you: 


W- without the obſervance of this, you will 
I, run the hazard of adding to your ſufferings. 
es He loves money, and therefore I think if 
n the Jew were to make him a preſent now 
* and then, it would turn to your advantage. 
W 


4 | I have 
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I have no money, continued ſhe, to offer 
you; but I have ſome jewels, which my 

huſband knows nothing of, and which you 

are welcome to have a part of: the Jew is 

an honeſt man, and at leaſt will give you 

for them half what they are worth; but! 

would not chuſe you ſhould let him know 

from whence you had them.” She then 

went out of the room, and preſently re- 
turned with two gold frames beſet with 

Precious ſtones, which I imagined were 
taken off from two portraits. Accept 

of this trifle, ſaid ſhe, with an obliging 
air, as a proof of .my willingneſs to ſerve 

you: perhaps I ſhall not have an opportu- 

nity to ſpeak with you again, and therefore 
I affure you once more that I compaſſionate 

and eſteem you; and let me beg you will 
always look on me as your friend, even 
though I ſhould be obliged to act the part 
of a commander over you. You may now 
return to your loneſome place of confine- 
ment. Iwill try to prevail with my huſband 

to let you have your friend with you, of 

whom you have ſpoken ſo highly; but on 
this you muſt not rely. Farewel, unfor- 
tunate Count!” 
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J returned back to my dreary habita- 
tion in a kind of triumph; and though in 
a country inhabited by barbarians, I 


thought myſelf honoured and happy : ſo 


much had this generous woman filled my 


heart with hope and pleaſing expectation. 
The next day my benefactor paid me a 
then viſit; and before I acquainted him with the 
were 
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t on 


reception I had met with from the governor, 


I told him I had been ſo fortunate as to 


find in the cloaths of my deceaſed friend 
fome valuables, which I hoped would 
enable me to make him ſome return for the 


| kindneſs he had ſhewn me. I then ſhewed 


him the frames, which he looked at with 
aftoniſhment; nor did he ſeem to doubt of 
the truth of what I had advanced concern- 
ing them. Theſe are valuables indeed, 
cried he; and as a proof of my upright- 
neſs towards you, I can tell you they are 
worth above five thouſand dollars. If you 
will truſt them with me, I. will carry them 


to a Jew who deals in jewels, and who will 
give you nearly their value for them. A 
man, anſwered I, who has ſhewn me ſuch 
uncommon marks of generoſity as you 
have, merits my utmoſt confidence]! But, 

3 ; replied 
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replied he, what will you do with ſo much 
money? Will you not run the hazard of 
having it one time or other taken from you, 
if you keep it in your own poſſeſſion? 1 
tell you what I will do: there is a Jew of 
my acquaintance ſettled here, a very honeſt 
worthy man, and the money that I receive 
for the jewels I will depoſit in his hands, 
who I am ſure will not wrong you of a 
ſingle Groſchen. I will tell him, and alſo 
the governor, before I return to Poland 
(which will be in about eight days) that 
you having been the means Sof ſaving my 
life, I have, in gratitude for the ſame, de- 
poſited ſuch a ſum of money, as may not 
only be ſufficient for your maintenance dur- 
ing my abſence, but alſo, if poſſible, to pro- 
cure your liberty in a ſhort time. To all 
which I replied, I was fully ſatisfied. He 
accordingly ſold my jewels for five thouſand 
dollars, -and brought me one thouſand in 
money and the reſt in notes. I begged he 
would accept of two hundred dollars, as 
ſome little return for the trouble and ex- 
ence he had been at on my account; but 
he would take them upon no other condi- 


tion, than at his departure to make a pre- 
ſent 


1 


ſent of them to the governor, and at the 
ſame time to recommend me to his favour, 
which was accordingly done; and which 
ſtratagem of bribing the avaricious gover- 
nor (with his own. money) had ſo good 
an effect, that he promiſed my benefactor 
1 ſhould ſoon have the company of my 
friend, eſpecially if he underſtood any 
thing of architecture. * 
5 « am now going to loſe my generous 
benefactor, who 1s ready to ſet off for Po- 
land. Though I am ſenſible I ſhall loſe 
much by the departure of this honeſt man, 
yet when I reflect that he may be the happy 
inſtrument of making us acquainted with 
our mutual circumſtances, I part with him 
without regret. He knows my real name 
and quality, and has promiſed in the moſt 
ſolemn manner not to betray me, nor reſt 
until he has gained intelligence of you : 
and in order to leſſen the additional ex- 
pences, which he muſt neceſſarily be at in 
this enquiry, I have inſiſted upon his ac- 
cepting of one hundred dollars. This 
honeſt man 1s now come 1n to bid me fare- 
wel, and take my letters. Wherever you 
are, my beloved, I embrace you with an 
eln , unfeigned 
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unfeigned affection would but my cir- 
cumſtances continue thus their favourable 
aſpect, then might I hope to fee you again, 
and loſe in your embraces all remembrance 
of my paſt _—_— Supplicate heaven 
tor this happineſs! Yes, my deareſt 
friend, heaven will grant us this bleſſing. 

« P.S. As Steeley 1s not yet come to 
this place, I have, under the name of 
Loewenhoek, wrote to his father at London, 
and likewiſe to the Engliſh ambaſſador ar 
Stockholm, giving them an account of my 
friend's new misfortune.“ 


Theſe are the two letters which the 
Count ſent to me during his impriſonment. 
He remained in Siberla a year and half 
after he fent away this laſt letter. I will 
therefore give the reſt of his ſtory in his 
own words, as he related it to me after his 
arrival, 


Two or three weeks after the Jew's | 
departure, I was ſent for, ſaid he, to the 


governor; to whom in a ſubmiſhve manner 
delivered the draught that he had given 
me to deſign, and which he feemed not to 
Ale: but he was the governor, and I his 
priſoner. 


| 
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4 priſoner. In ſhort, I could perceive that 
n, this difference betwixt us made him think 
r it beneath him to allow me any merit, 
= though in his heart perhaps he might think 
ſt it my due. He aſked me if it was true 
chat the Jew had depoſited ſo much mon 
to for my uſe? to which I anſwered in the 1. 
of firmative. He then ordered the priſoner to 
n, be brought in; and which, to my inexpreſ- 
ar ſible tranſport, I found was my dear Steeley, 
ny 4 whom I had not ſeen for almoſt four years. 
Through the exceſs of my joy I forgot in 
8 whole preſence I was, and ran with open 
the arms to embrace my friend.“ He is to 
ent. be your companion, ſaid the governor, but 
half for how long a time I cannot tell.“ I un- 
will derſtood his meaning perfectly well, and 
"his immediately begged his excellency would 
his permit me to depoſit one thouſand dollars 
in his hand for the ſupport of my friend; 
es which he graciouſly vouchſafed to accept 
) the of, as a ſecurity, he ſaid, for our good 
* behaviour, leſt we ſhould abuſe the favours. 
ziwen granted us. Accordingly the Jew, whoſe 
ot to notes I had, was ſent or, and paid down 
Thie the money; at the ſame time the governor 
ner. Save him leave to vifit me, and ſupply me 


C 2 with 


EY 
with neceſſaries, as the former Jew' had 
clone, 5 
„I had now the liberty to retire to my 
cell, hand in hand with my dear Steeley, 
who looked with wild amazement, as if he 
thought what he heard and ſaw was the 
effect of a dream. He had yet ſpoken to 
me only a few incoherent words; and after 
we arrived at our cell it was ſome con- 
ſiderable time before we could find words 
to expreſs our ideas; ſo much were we taken 
up in looking and gazing at one another. 
J at laſt got up and looked him out ſome 
clean linen, and a ſuit of cloaths with 
which the Jew had furniſhed me before his 
departure. But ſo fluttered was Stecley 
with amazement and joy, he could not for 
the lite of him put them on; but ſtood 
looking at them, as if they were things of 
which he had entirely forgot the uſe. I 
was therefore obliged to drels him. When 
he was dreſſed, he viewed himſelf from top 
to toe; then looking again at me he burſt 
into tears. How, my dear friend, cried I, 
has it gone with you? © How has it gone 
with me, my dear Count, how has it gone 
with me? replied he, and could utter no 
more, 


1 


more. And indeed, had he anſwered all 
1 my queſtions, I ſhould ſcarce have paid at- 


had BY tention to his anſwers, ſo much was my 
mind agitated with the effuſions of friend- 
my i ſhip and joy. I at length poured out half 
cley, a glats of wine, which was all I had, and 
f he i remind him of his regaling me with the 
the Wl ſame liquor once at Moſcow. 
n to * By degrees we came at laſt to our-. 
after 2 ſelves, when we had ſo much to relate, we 
con- ſcarce knew where to begin our ſtory. Se- 
'ords voeral days and even nights were taken up 
aken WF in the relation of our ſufferings and ad- 
ther. ventures ſince we had been ' ſeparated, 
tore 3 Steeley had indeed ſuffered much more 
with Oi than I, both in Moſcow and Siberia. 
e his Ol Withour a friend, or the leait compaſſion 
ccley WF ſhewn towards him, he had not only lived 
t for four years in perfect ſlavery; but to add to 
tood BY his miſery, had the misfortune to have for 


8 "0 his tellow-priſoner one Knee Eſkin, a 
e. I wretch of the moſt cruel and malignant 


Vhen diſpoſition : at night, when Steeley wanted 
1 topf to repoſe himſelf, after the ſlavery of the 
burt day, this monſter made his cell a perfect 
cd J heil to him. From numberleſs inſtances 
gone of his brutality of temper, I will only re- 
gone C 3 late 


er no 
more.] 


1 
late one: Steeley fell ill, and for ſome days 


was not able to get up from his bed, ſo 
that he was neceſſitated one day to wait 


Eſkin's return from the foreſt, when he 


begged of him to give him the drinking 


veſſel with a little water, he being very dry. 


& Are you really very dry, replied he ? 
I am glad to hear it! I have often ſuffered 
from drought myſelf. And how inſignifi- 
cant a reptile are you, to me who am a 
prince!” So ſaying, he put the veſſel of 
water to his mouth and drank it off; then 
throwing the veſſel towards Steeley, there 


Jays he, with a horrid grin, drink the 
reſt !?? | | 


« Can any thing be imagined more hor- 
rid, than to be forced to have ſuch a mon- 
ſter for a companion! and thus did this 
wretch continue tormenting him for near 
a twelvemonth; when one day in one 
of his frantic fits he abuſed and inſulted 
his keeper, who ſo ſeverely chaſtiſed him 
for it, that he was dragged half-dead to his 
hovel; beſides which, his allowance of 
bread was taken from him for two days. 
Then Steeley, generous and humane, for- 


getful of the inſults he had offered him, 


kindly 


E 


kindly gave him part of his; ſupplied him 
with water as often as he wanted it, ten- 
derly wafhed his wounds, and gave him 
all the aſſiſtance in his power. This beha- 
viour ſoftened at once the ſavageneſs af his 
manners; he preſſed Steeley's hand, and 
begged him to forgive his paſt behaviour; 
nor did he relapte into his former bru- 
tality. | 

« The only little enjayment Steeley had 
while we were parted, proceeded from the 
friendſhip ſhewn him by a Caſſac young 
woman, who happened to take notice of 
him the year before he returned to Tobol- 
ſkoy; and who is a proof that, even 
among the moſt barbarous and ſavage na- 
tions, there are to be found thoſe who are 
poſſeſſed of noble ſentiments and refined 
feelings. Having ane day the good luck 
to catch his ſtated number of ermins ſooner 
than ordinary, in the diſtrict aſſigned him 
near Poheim, it afforded him ſome leifure; 
he therefore in his return home laid himſelf 
down by a rivulet to reſt himſelf. Soon 
after which came up a very handſome girl, 
who ſtood and looked at him for ſome 
time; then ſetting herſelf down, drank 
„ ſome _ 


1 
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ſome water from the rivulet, out of the 
hollow of her hand. Poor ſtranger ! 
ſaid ſhe to Steeley, do you chuſe to drink?“ 
Steeley replied, he had drank juſt before. 
% But will you not accept of a little out 
of my hand? ſaid ſhe. I am ſure I am 
ſorry for you, as often as I ſee you pals by; 
indeed I did not come on purpoſe to drink, 
but to tell you how much I pity you.” 
Steeley looked at her with amazement, and 
knew not what to anſwer. + Ah! conti- 
nued ſhe, will you not ſpeak to me I am 
ſorry then I came here for your ſake ; but 
do not be angry; I will not come again.” 
Steeley looked mournfully at her, and with 
a ſigh returned her thanks for the kind 
concern ſhe expreſſed towards him; and as 
a token of his gratitude and reſpect offered 
her his hand, which ſhe guided to her 
mouth, and then. gently preſſed to her 
boſom ; then ſhe played with his hair, and 
again preſſed his hand to her mouth and to 
her boſom; meaning by this to expreſs her 
affection for him. When he was about to 
go, Oh! ſtay, cried ſhe with emotion, 
do not go yet, my eyes have not looked on 
you enough.—I wiſh the men in this coun- 


try 
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try looked all like you, then indeed would 
Siberia be a happy place! But if you muſt 
go, will you not ſoon come again to this 
W place; I have a great deal to ſay to you, 
but I do not now recollect what it is. I 
knew it before I came here, but playing 
with your hair has made me forget it.“ 
As ſhe ſpoke this ſhe looked downwards 
on the ſtream, where ſeeing her image ap- 
W pear, © tell me ſtranger, ſaid ſhe with a 
W- modeſt ſimplicity, do 1 really look ſuch as 
U now appear in the water? My eyes are 
black as well as your's; I am pleaſed with 
2X your's, are you pleaſed with mine? Are 
my teeth as white as your's ?” Yes, replied 
he, you are handſome- but let me go, I 
am an unfortunate man. She then de- 
a parted, looking wiſhfully at him, her eyes 
ſtreaming in tears. 
W < The next day, when Steeley went as 
uſual to catch his ermins, he found his 
Coſſac maiden waiting for him at tlie ſpring. 
She entreated him to fit down, and obliged 
him to accept of a piece of bread and ho- 
ney which ſhe had brought with her. 
cee] ſaid ſhe, though I love to eat my- 
ſelf, I would rather ſee you eat what I bring 

| you. 
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you. I have alſo brought you ſome ermins 
that my lovers have given me, and now 
you have nothing to do all day. I will | 
make them give me ſome every day, and I | 
will bring them all to you. Do look | 
kindly on me; you ſee what I intend to do 
for Ki She then with artleſs innocence | 
played again with his hair, and begged he if 
would give her a lock of it; ſhewing him 
at the ſame time a pair of ſciſſars, which 
ſhe had brought with her for that purpoſe. 
Steeley, who was pleaſed with the artleſs | J 
and innocent love of this wild Coſſac, heſi. | 
tated not to grant her requeſt ; which ſhe | 
rewarded with an innocent and bee, 
kiſs, and ſhewed him a little cottage at a 
diſtance, which ſhe told him was her father's. | 2 
She then plucked off a leaf from a tree, 
which putting to her lips ſhe made af 
founding noiſe with, as a ſignal, ſhe ſaid, 1 
for her brother to come to her. If, 
continued ſhe, you had not granted my re. 1 
queſt, we would have obliged you to it. 
But do not be afraid of my brother, he 1 Is | 
ſuch as I am; he will not hurt you.” 
When her brother came near (whoſe aſ-| 
pet, though wild, was expreflive of an 
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open honeſt heart) 4 ſee, ſaid ſhe to him, 


this is the ſtranger whom I ſo much regard. 


5 | Look on him, and tell how often I have 
IF calked to you about him. Shew him alſo 


the places where he can belt catch his er- 
mins; and look for ſome hollow tree, or 
other convenient place hereabouts, where I 
may now and then leave fome bread, and 
honey, and fome fiſh for the poor ſtranger. 
Do, and I will do as much for you.” He 
promiſed her he would; and immediately 
went with Steeley and ſhewed him the moſt 
advantageous places to catch his ermins. 
He looked out alſo a convenient place, 
ſuch as his fiſter deſired, which ſerved as a 
kind of ſtorehouſe for her to depoſit her 
little gifts for her lover, and as a conve- 
nient place alſo to meet him at, either in 
the morning or evening; and where ſhe 
frequently ſpent half the day with him, 
while her brother went and catched his 
ermins. 

From theſe meetings Steeley had an 


opportunity to examine into the diſpoſition 


and qualifications of this beautiful Coſſac, 
in whom he found a moſt excellent un- 
derſtanding, joined to a lively ſenſibility 
and 
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and nobleneſs of heart. He therefore ſpa- 
red no pains, to purge her capacious genius 
of the rude taints ſhe had received through 
her education, and to inſtruct her in thoſe 
little refinements ſo graceful to her ſex. 
Nor was his care thrown away. Her ideas 
were quick and lively; and animated by 
the fire of love, they became capable of 
receiving any impreſſion he choſe to give 
them ; ſo that his manners, his ſentiments, 
ſoon became her own; and ſeeing her thus 
improved by his care, he could.not with- 
hold from her a ſhare in his affections. 
But theſe agreeable meetings were not of 
long duration. Three months after, Steeley, 
with ſome other priſoners, was removed to 
another diſtrict twenty werſts from Pohem; 
from which place he was recalled to To- 


bolſkoy, and never ſaw his fair friend 


again. 
“ Steeley and I being now once more 


with each other, we ſet about regulating our 
manner of living, in the beſt manner our 
circumſtances would admit of. The go- 
vernor had given me ſome apparatus for 
drawing and I was obliged to exert the 


utmoſt of my little ſkill in mathematics, to 
maintain 
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maintain his fluctuating favour. I in- 
ſtructed Steeley alſo, as well as I could, in 
this branch of ſcience; and he being a 
good arithmetician, in about ſix months 
became as good a proficient in it as my- 


ſelf; and we then worked in emulation of 


each other; nor could the governor have 


inflicted on us a greater puniſhment, than 


to have forbid us the exerciſe of this em- 
ployment, or to have impoſed idleneſs on us. 
But he took care that we ſhould not want 
employment : for he brought us papers of 
accounts, and a thouſand old models to 
copy; and I believe there was not a ruined 
caſtle in all Siberia and Moſcow that we did 
not draw off, He did not permit us to 
come to his houſe, but he vilited us fre- 
quently once a week ; and while we on our 


part acknowledged this favour with the 


greateſt ae he made himſelf amends 


tor the wonderful condeſcenſion by finding 


fault with every thing we did; and if by 
chance a familiar word eſcaped him, he, to 
atone for the miſtake he had made, ad- 
dreſſed us immediately in the moſt impe- 
rious tone of command. 7 | 

* What 


draughts, Steeley having formed an 


1 
cc What pleaſed me much in this our 


preſent ſituation was, to ſee Steeley ſo much 


altered in his temper; for he, who for- 
merly had a great ſhare of national pride, 
and in whom a love of argument reigned, 
was now ſo. humbled in his manners, that 
he inſtantly became mute whenever the go- 
vernor found fault with him. But this did 
not always ſatisfy our imperious maſter: 
it was not enough that we were ſilent when 
he ſpoke; we were alſo to approve what- 
ever he ſaid, though ever ſo falſe or ab- 
ſurd: and this was ſo painful to poor Stee- 


ley, and he did it in fo forced and auk- 
. ward a manner, that oftentimes his fea- 
tures ſeemed as it were diſtorted, through 


the violent efforts of their muſcles, to give 
them a form foreign to his heart; and at 
which, I was frequently at much pains to 
refrain from burſting out a laughing. 
One day he caught us Paying af 


the men as well as he could with a knife, 


and therefore to be fure they were not neat. 
This gave a fine opportunity to the go- 


vernor to make a long harangue, to prove 
that there was neither ſymmetry nor neatneſs 
3 in 


cut 
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in them; which Steeley very readily acknow- 
ledged, alledging for his excule, that he 
had not a proper inſtrument to make them 
better; but this the governor would by no 
W means admit of as a ſufficient reaſon. No! 
elf they had been executed properly, 
W they would look as if they had been worked 
by a turner; and you fee they are not. 
Here they have too much, there they have 
too little; in a word, they are paltry— 
vilely cut!“ 
« In ſuch like trifling and inſignificant 
W obſcrvations ſpent he whole hours with us; 
inſomuch that Steeley at laſt dreaded no- 
thing ſo much as the ſight of this imperious 
pedant. Sometimes, when we were draw- 
ing, he would place himſelf over againſt 
us and fill a pipe of our tobacco; which 
when he had ſmoked with ſeeming ſatiſ- 
faction (whiffing the ſmoke all the time 
into our faces) he would fling down the 
pipe in a paſſion, and curſe us for not 
having better tobacco! At another time he 
would expatiate on his great benevolence, 
in exempting us from the ordinary labour 
of the other priſoners; obliging us thereby 
to acknowledge his goodneſs to us with 
MN on 5 
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the moſt painful obſequiouſneſs, and beg 
the continuance of his favours. At other 
times he would come to us in the greateſt 
rage and fury, uttering the vileſt impreca- 
tions againſt the ungrateful priſoners; with- 
out ſaying who they were, or what they had 
done to incenſe him; and all this extrava- 
gance we were obliged not only patiently to 
hear, but reſpectfully to liſten to! It is 
true, we were beholden to him for an 
amendment in our circumſtances; yet, 
amidſt all the advantages we enjoyed, he 
was our conſtant terror. We knew we had 


every thing to fear from the violence of 


his remperand inſatiable avarice; and there- 
fore were every day 1n continual dread, leſt 
we ſhould be ſeparated again from each 
other, and placed with the other ſlaves. 
As ſome means to prevent this dreadful 
misfortune, I commiſhoned the Jew (who 
had my caſh) to make him at ſeaſonable 
times a preſent of ſome money. 

* Twelve months had now elapſed ſince 
Steeley had been with me again, and I 
began to hope from day to day to re- 
ceive a letter from you, as the Jew, by 
whom I ſent mine, traded to Tobolſkoy, 

ancl 
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and therefore could eaſily have ſent it to 
me by that opportunity. But alas, my 
hopes and expectations were in vain! day 
after day rolled on without bringing me 
any letter, either from you or the Jew. 
Steeley had alſo wrote to London, and to 
the Engliſh ambaſſador at Stockholm, but 
without receiving any anſwer; neither had 
I ſeen the governor's lady ſince our firſt 
interview, when ſhe made me ſo generous 
| a preſent. The conlideration of all this 
depreſſed us at times with the moſt poignant . 
grief; and the more tolerable our ſlavery 
was made to us, the more we wiſhed for a 
total releaſe from its chains. Yet with what 
ſhadow of reaſon could we flatter ourſelves 
with the hopes of our liberty, when the 
war between Ruſha and Sweden grew hotter 
W inſtead of abating. 
= < While labouring thus under theſe 
painful refle&tions, I was ſtanding one day 
with Steeley at the little window of our 
cell, when . perceived, at ſome diſtance, the 
Je running with eager haſte over the 
ay inow towards our priſon; and as he drew 
WJ carer, I thought his countenance befpoke 
uncommon chearfulneſs; it being beſides, 
Vol. II. D 1 
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not his uſual time of viſiting me, I con- 
jectured nothing leſs, than that he had a 
letter for me from his correſpondent the 
Poliſh Jew. It was-indeed a letter, but it 
was from the governor's lady, and of moſt 
- agreeable import. The Count then took 
out of his pocket a letter, which, as I have 
ſtill in my poſſeſſion, I will here inſert ver- 
batim. 8 80 


«SIR, 


1 HASTEN to communicate to you a piece 
of intelligence, which I could have 
wiſhed had been permitted me to have im- 
parted to you by word of mouth; as I then 
ſhould have enjoyed the double ſatisfaction i 
of being a witneſs to the pleaſure this in- 
telligence muſt give you, and of ſharing it 
with you. Know, Sir, you are free! The 
order for your enlargement came yeſterday, i 
by an officer who arrived with freſh pri- 
ſoners; and to-morrow you and four other if 
of the baniſhed exiles are to be conducted 
back to the city of Moſcow, in the ſame if 
manner as you were brought hither ; from 
1 whence 
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whence you are at liberty to take what 
route you pleaſe. I procured you your li- 
berty, through the intereſt of a friend of 
mine at court: but the governor knows 
not that I have intereſted myſelf in your 
misfortunes; nor ſhall he; neither ſhall I 
communicate the knowledge of it to any 
one elſe. It is ſufficient for me that you 
know it; though indce I ſhould have 


' merited far greater applauſe, had I kept 


it even ſecret from you, which was at 
firſt my intention. But acts of heroiſm 
belong not perhaps ſo properly to our lex 
at leaſt I tound my vanity pleaded ſo 
ſtrongly to be indulged on this occaſion, 
that 1 could not forbear gratifying its im- 
pulſe; which convinces me it is far eaſier 
to do a good act, than not to publiſh it 
after it is done. Forgive therefore. this 
little vanity, which I relerve to myſelf as 
a reward for my good intention. I doubt 
I ſhall not have the pleaſure of ſpeaking 
to you, before you ſet cut for Moſcow, at 
leaſt not alone. I wiſh therefore, with all 
maginable finterity, that you ſoon may 
have the haphineſs to recover your ſpouſe 


again: how will ſhe not love me for being 
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thus inſtrumental, in reſtoring to her arms 
again her beloved Count. In regard to 
your friend whom you leave behind, make 
not yourſelf uneaſy; I will take care of 
him. Farewel. Write to me as opportu- 
nity offers, and fail not to give me imme- 
diate notice, if you meet with your lady. 
Were my wiſhes farther to be accom- 
pliſhed, I ſhould ſtill hope to exchange 
this melancholy country for my native cli- 
mate. But this I fear is a falſe, flatterin 
hope; it 1s far more likely that I ſhall end 
my miferable days here! Yet write to me 
yes, I know you will. I have a ſiſter- 
in-law in Courland, to whom I have ad- 
dreſſed the incloſed letter; and ſhould 
- your circumſtances ſtand in need of afſift- 
ance, I make no doubt but that you will 
find from her a very agreeable reception. 
She is a widow; but I have not heard from 
her theſe two years. Once more adieu. 


ge AMALIA.” 
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« When I had read this epiſtle, I was 

ſo overcome with joy, I ſunk into Steeley's 
arms, who waited not for me to recover 
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myſelf, to learn from me its contents; 
but ſnatching it out of my hands eagerly, 
read it himſelf; which while he was doing, 
I leaned my head on his ſhoulder, that I 
might not behold the emotion, with which 
the news of my liberty and his continued 
impriſonment muſt agitate his countenance. 
„ You are free then, exclaimed he, as 
ſoon as he had read it, while I muſt not only 
loſe you, but remain here in ſlavery, and be 
yet more wretched than before. This 1s 
dreadful indeed! ſure heaven is more in- 
dulgent to you than to me. But why do J 
thus wound your ears with my complaints? 
Shall I not have time enough to utter them 
when you are gone? It is impoſſible you 
can forget me. No, continued he, you 
will not forget your friend!“ I was fo af- 
tected, I could not ſpeak to him; and this 
my ſilence, which proceeded from pure re- 
gard, made him as uneaſy as if I had done 
him a real injury, I waited, however, his 
return to reaſon; when, after gently re- 
buking him, he ſeemed confuſed ; and 
' when'he became calm enough for me to 
unfold my heart, 1 laid it open before 
him; and convinced him how imperfect 

D 3 | my 
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my liberty was to me, without his partici- 
pation. 


- + 67F agreed with the Jew to give me one- 
third of the caſh he had in his hands (to 
defray the expences of my journey) and 
to keep the reſt for Steeley's uſe, after de- 
ducting what he thought proper for his own 
trouble. But the Jew was more careful in 
this matter than myſelf: he adviſed me to 
take as little ready money with me as poſ- 
fible, for fear of its being taken away 

from me, before I reached the city of Moſ- 
cow; that therefore I had beſt take it in 
bills of exchange. Accordingly he gave 
me a trifle in ready money, and one thou- 
fand dollars in two bills on a Jew at Moſcow, 
that in caſe I loſt one I might have another 
in reſerve. So upright did this man deal 

with me! 8 

In the evening I was ſent for to the 
governor, who was confined with the gout 
in his feet. He called me to the bed- fide, 
where, in the preſence of his lady, he in- 
formed me that I was free; and reaching 
me his hand ſaid, © TI have orders to fend 


you to Moſcow, which I ſhall do to-mor- 


row at noon, I loſe you it is true, unwill- 
e, | ingly, 
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ingly, but the Divine protection attend 


you. Depart in peace, and may you be 
more fortunate than you have hitherto 
been.” I kiſſed his hand from real grati- 
tude, and begged for the continuance of 
his favour to my poor friend. © If I live, 
ſaid he, he ſhall not fare worſe than he has 
hitherto done.” He then bid me ſit down 
(an honour he had never permitted me in 
his preſence before) and ſaid he had much 
to ſay to me; bur at that inſtant his gouty, 
pains came on ſo violent, he made ſigns to 
me to withdraw, which I did : turning at 
the ſame time towards his lady, to whom 
] teſtified, by ſigns, the ſenſe I had of the 
greatneſs of my obligations, and her good- 


neſs. To which ſhe only replied, © fare- 


wel, Sir,” and immediately turned towards. 
her huſband. 3 
As I was deprived thus of an oppor- 
tunity to expreſs ſufficiently my gratitude, 
due to this generous woman, by word of 
mouth; as ſoon as I got back to Steeley, I 
lat down and wrote a letter of thanks to 
this my generous henefactreſs; which, 
when I had done, I gave to the care of the 
Jew to deliver, He in the mean time had 
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got ready the notes, and procured furs for 
me againſt the ſeverity of the cold, and 
other neceſſaries for my journey. Thus 
every thing being now ſettled, I devoted 
the whole night to the enjoyment of my 
friend. We talked, we wept; in ſhort, 


we experienced every ſenſation it was poſſi- 
ble friends like us could feel, under our 
Preſent circumſtances; while morning came 
on and alſo noon, &er we had recollected 
half what we had to ſay-before we parted; 
and even at the laſt moment, various cir- 
cumſtances unthought of before, preſented 
themſelves to be conſidered : when behold, 

the Jew came and informed me that the 
fledges, which were to convey me and the 
other freed priſoners, were juſt ready. 
This ftruck us mute, and we could only 

in dumb ſilence take leave of each other; 
while I forgot myſelf in the arms of my 
faithful Steeley, till orders from the guard 
difengaged us. He would have followed 
me, 1225 they puſhed him from me, and 
immediately locked the door, while my 
Jew conducted me to the b. oh when, 

es 


after offering up the warmeſt wiſhes for my 


welfare, he departed. 


3 
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& There were three others placed with | 
me in the ſledge, in whoſe countenances 
nothing appeared but hope and joy. As to | 
myſelf, an excefs of pleaſing emotions and 
violent perturbations agitated my breaſt by | 
turns; fo that for ſeveral hours, nay, for | 
the firſt two days, I ſeemed wholly abſorbed 
within myſelf, regardleſs of the leaſt ob- 
ject around me. I perceived however, at | 
the different places, where we ſtopt to take 
freſh rein-deer, that we were treated with 
leſs contempt than on our journey to Siberia. 

My three companions were Ruſſians, who 
having money, todk care to provide them- 

ſelves with a ſufficient ſtock of brand 
at every place where we ſtopt, of which 
they made ſo good a ule, as ſcarce to be 

| ſober all the way. Nevertheleſs they were 
tolerably civilized, never intentionally of- 
fended me, and could I have drank with 
them, I dare ſay I ſhould have gained their 
entire friendſhip. 

Towards the latter end of the month of 
March we arrived at Moſcow, where I was 
carried to thewery houſe, in which five years 
before I was confined a priſoner, and there- 

alſo I found my old priſon keeper. Three 

| days 
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days after I was fully diſcharged, and had 
a paſs given me to go where I would. I 
had loſt none of my notes. The firſt thing 
therefore I did, was to enquire out the 
merchants who had formerly aſliſted Steeley, 
to one of whom, whoſename was 'Thomſon, 
J had a letter from Steeley. He received 
me with great civility, telling me he had 
heard of Steeley's ſuffering from the priſon 
keeper ;.in conſequence of which he im- 
mediately wrote an account of it to his 
friends at London ; ; who, in the ſpace of 
three years, had written ſeveral — con- 
cerning him to the Engliſh agent at Moſ- 
cow; and on him we waited the next 
day. 

This agent was an amiable character. 
He ſhewed us the letters which Steeley's 
father had ſent to him, relative to his ſon, 
which were written in the moſt feeling 
terms. He ſhewed me allo the memorials 
- preſented to the ſenate in behalf of | 
y friend; and aſſured me that his con- 
—— not be long, after the Czar's 
return to his dominions, Which was expec- 
ted very ſoon. The Engliſh ambaſſador at 
weden had alſo written to the agent, n= 
I treating 
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treating him to uſe his utmoſt efforts for 


Steeley's liberty. After giving me the let- 


ters which had been ſent to him for Steeley, 
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we took our leave. | 

« Thomſon gave me very little hopes of 
my money from the Jew, on whom my 
notes were drawn, he being reduced in his 
circumſtances ; however, he went with me 
to him to preſent them; and in ten days 
received the caſh, all but for one note of 


| one hundred and fifty rubles, and even that 


his brethren promiſed to make good in 


twelve months, if during that time he was 


not able to do it himſelf. But I tore the 
note, and gave the poor Jew alſo ten dollars. 
] begged the fayour of them to tranſmit a 
tew letters for me, to their correſpondent 1n 
Siberia, from whom J had the notes; which 
they not only pramiſed to do, but told me, 
three of them were going ſoon to Tobol- 
ſkoy upon buſineſs, and that if I could 
could continue there two months, they 
would engage to bring me back an anſwer, 
to prove that they had been as good as their 


word. 


then wrote a letter to my friend, in- 
forming him of what I had done; but before 
ie . "= 


- I 
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the letters went away, the agent ſent for 
me, and acquainted me that he had been fo 
fortunate at laſt, as to be of ſome ſervice to 
his countryman, by having procured his 
enlargement to be figned by the ſenate; 
with a promiſe that in two or three months 
he ſhould be brought back from Siberia, 
and be fet at full liberty, —lI returned the 

nt thanks with ſo much heart-felt gra- 
titude, as if it had been on myſelf he had 
conferred this act of kindneſs ; after which 
I haſtened home to communicate theſe joy- 
ful ridings, in a poſtſcript to my friend's 
letter. 5 
. 4 The Jews had now ſet out for Siberia, 
and I had actually determined within myſelf WW 
to wait Steeley's arrival. But love tri- 


umphed over friendſhip; the ardent deſire 
J had to ſee the beloved of my ſoul made i 
my ſtay in Moſcow intolerable; in ſhort, I 
reſolved to depart, though I knew not 
what route I ſhould take. Trade and com- 
merce with Sweden were ſtil] prohibited; I 
therefore at firſt thought of going to Den- 
mark, as thinking it likely you might have 
ſertled there; but Thomſon perſuaded me 
to 4. 1 to Holland, telling me that there er f 
a ſhip il 
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a ſhip, which he had been commiſſioned to 
freight, now lying at Archangel, ready to 
fail with the firſt fair wind. He gave me 


at the ſame time an addrefs to the merchant, 


to whom the cargo belonged, and to whom 


he promiſed to forward Steeley's letters for 


me; deſiring me at the ſame time, if I left 
Holland, to leave a direction with the mer- 
chant what route I ſhould take, that my 
friend might know whither to follow me, at 
his return from Siberia. I accordingly em- 
braced this opportunity; and after giving 
Thomſon fifty dollars, for him to diſtribute 
among my poor impriſoned countrymen, I 
left Moſcow. Six weeks after my arrival, 
I took a paſſage in this ſhip, which has ſo 
unexpectedly and fortunately brought me 
to my love.” 


This, with my huſband's letters, is the 
ſubſtance of what he communicated to me 
of his ſituation in Siberia. I have drawn 
together the ſeveral incidents in as conciſe a 
manner, as I] thought would be moſt agree- 
able to the reader; and with this view have 


omitted the Count's geographical and hiſ- 


torical deſcription of that country; which 


* 1 | 
fince*that time has undergone much alter- 
ation; Particularly ſince the building of 
the city of ' Peterſburgh, and other great 
regulations made by the Czar Peter I. who 
greatly improved the Moſcovite nation, 

both in policy and manners. 
I come now to the laſt period of this hiſ- 
tory, viz. that which commences after the 
Count's return.— We lived in our ſecond 
marriage (if I may ſo term it) completely 
happy ; my Count enjoying the ſweets of 
domeſtic tenderneſs and repoſe, with re- 
doubled ardour, after the misfortunes he 
had ſuffered : the bloom of his cheeks re- 
kindled in my arms, and by degrees he 
recovered again that charming vivacity, 
which his repeated ſufferings had in a 
reat meaſure extinguiſhed. FT 
The firſt two or three months paſt im- 
perceptibly away, in reciprocal relations, 
and agreeable converſe with Caroline and 
Sir R-—. In one of theſe agreeable tete a 
tete's however, a moſt mortifying ſubject 
(to me) was ſtarted by Count G—, He 
inſiſted that I ſhould give him the hiſtory 
of my courtſhip and marriage with Sir 
R, and that in his preſence, To en- 
courage 


* 
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courage me, he with an engaging ſmile 
held my hand in his all the time I proceed- 
ed; and I began, in tolerable ſpirits, as I 
was fully convinced of my Count's regard 
for me; and that I never ſhould have de- 
viated from my duty to him, had I had the 
leaſt intimation of his being alive. Theſe 
conſiderations however were not of ſufficient 
force, to enable me long to deliver myſelf 
with chearfulneſs; my ſpirits faltered when 
I came to an intereſting part ;—indeed he 


= had impoſed on me a moſt arduous taſk ; 


for while delicacy inclined to circumſpec- 


7 tion, duty demanded that I ſhould be open 


and ſincere. The farther I entered into the 
ſubject, the more ſenfibly was I impreſſed 
with the conſciouſneſs of touching on ſuch 
circumitances, as would prove offenſive to 
the Count and painful to Sir R— and my- 
ſelf. —I was ſilent, the Count reading my 
thoughts, begged me to go on with cou- 
rage; generouſly adding, there was nought 
in my conduct that was in the leaſt reprehen- 
ſible. Thus encouraged, I tried again to 
proceed; but when I came to the birth of 
my daughter, my ſpeech forſook its utter- 
ance, -l aſſembled all my fortitude I he- 

ſitated 


lation?“ 
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ſitated— began again, but all in van 
my heart refuſed its aſſiſtance, and I could 


go no farthet. Now, ſaid the Count, 


which I have impoſed on you, be your pu- 
niſhment for having been faithleſs to me!” 
Then embracing me with ardour, he added, 


turning to Sir R, © as to you, my dear 
R,, lift up your eyes (Which had been 


riveted to the floor during the whole diſ- 
courſe) and let the beholding your wife in 


my arms, be a fufficient atonement for the 


injury you have done me.“ He then em- 
braced him, and made me do the ſame. 
« No, exclaimed he; ſhe has acted but 
from virtue—ſhe has loved you, and you 
have deſerved it; and if I die firſt, ſhe 
Mall love you again— neither of you have 
been td blame deſtiny alone is in fault.“ 
But Caroline! (who tat next me) eried he, 
with an engaging vivacity, „ fee how my 
wife looks at you - could the more pohtely 
have revenged herſelf on this occaſion, 
than by letting you be prelent at the re- 


with a look of ineffable love; I will preſs 
you no farther: let this little martyrdom 


I en- 
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] endeavoured with the utmoſt aſſiduity 
to compenſate to my beloved Count, for 
the painful moments he had paſſed from 
me, and to reſtore to him his full meaſure 
of bliſs. I was ſeldom from his fide; and 
my every thought was bufied in finding out 
W {omething new to entertain him. When 
we had poured forth the tender effuſions of 
our hearts, I would take up a book and 
read to him; and when I was tired, he would 
relieve me, and delight my ears with the 
manly emphaſis of his expreſſion. In theſe 
gelightful employments, and in examinin 
mo the ſpirit and genius of the beff 
writers, which the Count had long been 
eprived of, ſpent we ſometimes the greateſt 
part of the day; which not only enli- 
vened our ideas, but enlarged itſelf in our 
diſcourſes, at our meals, and in all our 
tender converſations. 
= \Vec frequented no company, yet we 
never found time hang heavy on our hands; 
and when amidſt our pleaſing amuſements 
ve wanted ſtill to heighten the enjoyment 
of the preſent ſcene, we traced back the 
various labyrinths, out of which the great 
rſt Cauſe had wound the inſtruments for 
Vor. II. E enjoying 
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never experienced the frowns of adverſe 


pacity of extricating ourſelves from diffi 


events! 


— — 


and if he found that they truly merited hi;| 
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enjoying our preſent happineſs - we re. 
fected, and we adored! Thoſe who have 


fate, can have no idea of the pleaſure re- 
ſulting from reflections like. theſe. It is 
here the heart, diveſted of its innate pride, 
expands itſelf, and clearly ſees the Al. 
mighty hand of providence ; ſees our inca- 


culties, or of making ourſelves happy; 
ſees and expatiates on the Goodneſs infi- 
nite ! and with humble gratitude reſigns its 

future deſtiny to the All-wiſe diſpoſer of 


On the meditation of ſuch exalted ſub- 1 
jects, and in the purſuit of the noble acts 
of benevolence, the Count ſometimes de- 
voted whole days: he enquired out the BW - 
diſtreſſed and indigent, in a word, the ad- 

miniſtering comfart to the ſick, the poor, 

the maimed, and the blind, was to him 
one of the greateſt ſatisfactions in life 7 
He would often ſend for the unfortunate, WW 
who were aged and infirm, and entertain 
them at a ſeparate table fiom the reſt; 


Kindneſs, he thought himſelf doubly re- 
warded 


warded. However, he made not this a 
ſcrupulous enquiry: he ſearched not into 
the demerits of thoſe, who on that account 
might have been excluded from the parti- 
cipation of his charity. © Though they 
may have been faulty, ſaid he, they may 
be gained by kindnets, and mend through 
a principle of gratitude: and even if they 
{till remain unworthy, let us remember, 
they are men.” When they had dined, he 
would mix among them, and hear them re- 
late the various accidents by which their 
circumſtances were thus reduced; and if 
he found one among them of a noble 
heart, he failed not to beſtow on him ſome 
particular mark of his favour. In theſe 
generous acts he was aſſiſted by Sir R— 
and where they could not act as benefac- 
_ they aſſiſted as friends and counſel- 

OTS. | 
In the ſummer evenings we frequently 
amuſed ourſelves with walking in the gar- 
den, or took an airing in the fields: one 
evening taking a turn in the coach, to invi- 
gorate our ſpirits after a hot and ſultry 
lummer's day, the clearneſs of the evening, 
the moon's bright beams, and the ſtillneſs 
© 2 5 of 
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of every object around, tempted us to 


alight, to enjoy the full benefit of the 


evening's refreſhing breeze. Accordingly, 


leaving our carriage in the road, we got 


out and turned into a pleaſant meadow; 
bur into which we had not advanced many 


paces, when the dreadful moans of ſome 
perſon, ſeeming in great diſtreſs, aſſailed 


'our ears! Notwithſtanding the deepneſs of 


the graſs, and the heavy dew that was on 
it, we left the path, and flew acroſs it to 


the place from whence iſſued the melan- 


choly ſound; where we diſcovered a piteous 
ſight indeed ! a young woman in ſtrong la- 
bour, and almoſt expiring under the ago- 
nizing pangs. 


and drove to the firſt houſe he could diſco- 


ver, to fetch a woman and other neceſſa- 
ries, to aſſiſt this unfortunate creature in her 


delivery; while I in the mean time ren- 


ry; 


dered her all the ſervice I-could, which the 


neceſſity required. Though I could diſco- 


ver from her appearance that ſhe was not a 
perſon of diſtinction, yet it was eaſy to per- 


Ceive alſo that ſhe was rather of genteel 
than low birth; and from her youth and 
beauty it was ſufficient for us to judge, 


that 


Sir R— ran to the coach, 
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that ſhe was ſome deluded innocent! Sir 
R foon returned with ſome women, and 
we put the unfortunate ſtranger into the 
coach, and ordered her to be carried to the 
next village, there to be taken all poſſible 
care of; after which we returned back to 
the city on foot. © Delightful reflection! 
exclaimed the Count, as we walked along; 
this airing has been productive of more 
good than all our former actions of to-day. 
With what compoſure ſhall we retire to reſt, 
when we pleaſe ourſelves with the delightful 
thought, that we have ſaved the lives of two 
perſons at once. Shame and dread of the 
ſcandal of a cenſuring world have driven 
this poor creature perhaps from her friends 
and native home. Who knows but ſome 
ſpecious villain, under the pretence of 
marriage, has taken advantage of her in- 
nocence, and thus betrayed her.” 
As ſoon as day appeared, I went with 
Caroline to the village, where we found the 
unfortunate young creature overwhelmed 
with ſorrow, with her infant claſped in her 
arms, On obſerving her, I found ſhe was 
not barely handſome, but a perfect beauty; 
while the conſcious ſhame that overſpread 
3 E 3 | her 
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her countenance at our approach, ſeemed 
to extenuate the errors ſne might have been 
guilty of. In a word, ſhe appeared truly 
an object of pity. © Love, or rather a 
lover, ſaid ſne, has made me more wretched 
than I deſerve. It is now almoſt two years 
ſince we have bound ourſelves to each other 
by the moſt ſolemn vows; but an old guar- 
dian, with whom I live, has, through ſelfiſh 
views, hindered our marriage, wanting to 
inſinuate his own hateful affections into my 
heart. My lover, who is a farmer's ſon 
near Leyden, taking advantage of my love, 
ſeduced me from the path of virtue—yer, 


- why ſay I ſeduced, when I fell a willing 


victim to my paflion? He promiſed to 


carry me with him to the Hague, where 


he propoſed ſettling as a merchant. When 
we came to the place, where you found me 
j eſterday, I was taken fo exceedingly ill, 
that I was forced to get out of the waggon ; 
when my lover, ever faithful till now, car- 


Tied me into the fields, to try whether walk- 


ing in the open air might not bring me to 


myſelf: inftead of which however I grew 


worſe, and was obliged at laſt to fit down. 
As ſoon as the baſe wretch perceived what 
my 


7 


my deſtiny threatened, he cruelly left me, 
under pretence of going to call help. 
With the utmoſt torture and anxiety FE 
waited the whole day for his return, but 
in vain! the baſe deceiver never came 
back; and it was more aſtoniſhment at 
his perfidy, than the effect of my un- 
happy love, that threw. me into the ſenſe- 
leis condition, to which your humanity ſo 
generouſly lent its aid. Is it poſſible for a 
man to be more perfidious than he has.been 
to me! He has alſo taken with him ſome 
jewels that I had, which was the whole of 
my fortune, and which we propoſed to 
convert into money as ſoon as we got to 
the Hague, and employ it in trade—baſe 
deceiver! Yer, is it not ſtrange, I cannot 
hate him; on the contrary, I could freely 
forgive him, if I was aſſured that he felt a 


=_ rIcmorſe for what he has done.” I endea- 


voured to calm the perturbation of her 
diſtracted mind, and promiſed her, that if 
her falſe friend did not return within a week, 
I would provide for her and the child. He 
did not return. I therefore fulfilled my 
promiſe, took her home with me, and had 
the child brought up at the village. 
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The Count had now been witli me ſix; 
months, and had not diſcovered in that 
time the leaſt deſire of returning to his na- 
tive country; neither do I believe, if the 
favour had been permitted him, he would 
have accepted of it: for he knew that the 
prince, who was the cauſe of all his misfor- 
tunes, was yet alive, and in high reputation 
with the king. What inducement therefore 
could he have, to think of returning to 
Sweden? But what gave him much concern 
was, that Steeley was not yet arrived; nor 
had he received the leaſt anſwer to the let- 
ters he had ſent him. It is true, Steeley's 
father had wrote to the Count from London 
a month or two ago, informing him, that 


by the intereſt of the Engliſh ambaſſador, 
— a mulct or fine of two or three thou- 


ſand dollars, his ſon's baniſhment to Sibe- 
ria was revoked; but that neither he nor 
his friends at Moſcow had been informed 
of it from himſelf. 

While the Count was thus diſappointed 
about Steeley, an accident happened that 


gave us all a great deal of pleaſure. One. 


day the Count, as he was accuſtomed to 


do, went with Sir R— to the coffee-houſe 
where 
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where moſt of the foreigners uſed to re- 
fort; and ſoon after they were gone, he 
ſent me word that he ſhould bring home a 
ſtranger with him, and deſired I would 
order a room to be got ready for his 2 
tion. Accordingly at dinner time Sir 
R— came home, accompanied with the 
ſtranger; which was no other than the ho- 
neſt Jew who had ſhewn my huſband ſuch 
kindneſs in Siberia, and whoſe buſineſs had 
now obliged him to come to Holland. 
My huſband was inexpreſſibly rejoiced to 
have an opportunity of proving his grati- 
tude to this generous man; who was no 
leis pleaſed at meeting with the Count ſo 
unexpectedly, and ſeeing him in ſo happy 
a ſituation, He gave me my huſband's 
letter from Siberia, which I have already 
inſerted, and aſſured me that he had made 
dle moſt diligent enquiry after me, both in 
= Livonia and Denmark, but could not gain 
the leaſt intelligence of my abode. 

He had an honeſt ſimplicity of counte- 
nance, that ſeemed to correſpond with his 
honeſt heart; and which, though it did not 


poliſh, took off from his ruſticity of man- 


ners: he was advanced in years; and his 
| | grev 
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EF. 
grey beard, and long Poliſh fur gown gave 
him a venerable appearance. The friendly 
manner in which we received him, and the 
teſtimonies we endeavoured to ſhew him of 
our gratitude ſo affected him, that when 
the cloth was moved after dinner he 
ſeemed quite unhappy ; which the Count 
obſerving, aſked him the reaſon of his ap- 
parent uneaſineſs? Ah! cried the good 
old man, could I be ſo happy as to ſpend 
a few hours longer with you both! in alk 
my life I never enjoyed ſo much pleaſure 
as I do now, nor has any one ever treated 
me with the generoſity you have.” The 
Count, taking him by the hand, led him 
into the room I had prepared for him. 
See, ſaid he, the Counteſs has given you 

her beſt room, as for a perſon whom we 
honour and eſteem; nor muſt you dare to 
think of leaving us in leſs than a week at 
the leaſt, You ſee I Jive better here than 
in Siberia—there, you ſerved me; and here 
my wife and I will wait upon you ;” which 
we did with the greateſt pieaſure. Caroline 
and Sir R— alſo contributed to our en- 
deavours, of making this week a week of 
| Happineſs to our worthy gueſt, Ar the 


cloſe 


11 

cloſe of the evening, after ſun- ſet, we took 
notice that he got up abruptly and retired 
to his chamber, where he continued about 
half an hour. Obſerving this three or four 
times, we ventured to afk him the reaſon 
of his thus abſenting himſelf? he gave a 
kind of equivocal anſwer, ſaying, ** he re- 


tired only to put down a few memoran- 
dums of that day's buſineſs ;” but Sir 


R watching him one day, ſurprized 


him at prayers. 

The week having thus paſſed away in a 
thouſand little amuſements, he begged we 
would put a period to our kindneſs, and 
permit him to depart. He then left us for 
a day to ſettle his affairs, and returned the 
next to take his final leave. Now, my 
= lord, ſaid he, I can return to Poland with 
== pleaſure; while on my journey I ſhall pour 
out my heart in grateful praiſe to the Al- 
mighty, for this happy meeting. I am old, 
and ſhall ſcarce fee you again in this world. 
J have alſo no children, and were it not that 
1 could wiſh to die with my wife in her na- 
tive country, 1 would ſpend the remainder 
of my days with you, in your happy fa- 
mily.“ We all of us embraced him as - 
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he had been our father. © Ahl my lord, 


repeated he, with great emotion, you have 
. richly rewarded me for the ſervice I have 
done you: but I have not yet ſufficiently 
acknowledged my gratitude to you, for 
your having ſaved my hfe at the hazard of 
your own. You know | have more money 
than I and my wife have occaſion for, and 
I have ten thouſand dollars to receive here 
from the Bank of Amſterdam ; oblige me 
therefore, by permitting me to make a 
preſent of them to your little daughter, 
and your acceptance of the note.” We 
thanked him in the moſt obliging terms; 
aſſuring him at the ſame time that our cir- IM 
cumſtances, were {ſuch as muſt render us 
highly inexcuſable, if we ſuffered them to 
be augmented by his liberality. But he 
would not be refuſed; adding, that * it 
we did not oblige him in this, he ſhould 
think he did not ftand ſo high in our 
eſteem, as our behaviour had flattered him 
into the belief of,” We were forced there- 
fore to accept of this farther mark of his 
eſteem. He then went and put round my 
daughter's neck a very valuable necklace; 


and gave allo a very handſome preſent ” 
the 


kde 
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the unfortunate young woman T had taken 
into my houſe; and then hurried out of 
the houſe as faſt as he could, leſt his taking 
a more particular leave might roo much 
affect him—generous man - Many of theſe 
people perhaps would behave more diſin- 
tereſted towards us, did not our contempt 


of, and arbitrary power over them, render 


them fraudulent and deceitful in their deal- 
ings with us; and did not our conduct 
towards them often make them hate the 
very name of a chriſtian, Sir R— ac- 
companied the venerable Iſraelite ſeveral 
miles out of town, and could not help ad- 
miring his great and dilintereſted character. 
Amongſt all the marks of friendſhip we 


W ſhcwed him, none ſeemed to affect him ſo 
much tas the Count's having cauſed his 


picture to be drawn, and repoſiting it in 


his ſtudy. 


A few weeks after this agreeable acci- 
dent, we experienced another {till greater, 
and to the full as unexpected. Andreas 


Caroline's brother, being accuſtomed to 


celebrate his birth-day every year, he came 
one morning very early to inform us, that 
this anniverſary was on the morrow; but 

being 
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being obliged to go out of town on that 
day on ſome buſineſs, which probably 
might detain him ſome weeks, he was de- 
termined to celebrate it to-day, and was 
come on purpoſe to invite us to ſpend the 
day with him; that he had got a gondola 
ready for us, and defired we would accom- 
pany him immediately. We conſented ; 
but being at breakfaſt, and buſy about 
reading the letter which the Count had ſent 
me by the Jew from Siberia, we begged he 
would wait a little while till we had finiſhed 
reading it, as there were ſeveral particulars 
that we wanted the Count more circum- 
ſtantially to inform us of, Caroline and Sir 
R being preſent. + Pho! cried An- 
dreas, that you can do as well at my houſe 
take the letter with you and read it there 
don't ſpoil my diverſion, elſe I ſhall fer 
out immediately, and not entertain you at 
all.” This rough compliment obliged us 
to poſtpone all farther enquiry, and ſet 
out with him immediately. 

When we arrived at his houſe, we found 
every thing ſet off in a moſt extraordinary 
manner, ſo that we could not help being 
ſurprized at the vait preparations, | 1 

NOW 
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know not what to think of my brother, 
ſaid Caroline, he is uncommonly merry; 
and his whole behaviour ſeems myſterious. 
What if this birth-day ſhould turn out a 
wedding-day ?” We failed not to banter 
him about it at the tea-table; and he ſmiled, 
as if he was pleaſed that we had found our 
his ſtratagem. © Read you your letter 
through, ſaid he, while I in the mean time 
will go fetch my bride, or at leaſt get my 
bottle-caſe in order.” He then went into 
the next room; and we, as he bid us, be- 
gan to examine the contents of the letter 
again, which variouſly enzaged our atten- 
tion. I aſked a thouſand queſtions con- 
cerning the governor's lady, whoſe letter 
to her ſiſter at Courland had been returned 
to my huſband, ſhe being dead. Sir R 
was very inquiſitive about the governor's 
odd humours; while Caroline was wholly 
attentive to every thing that related to poor 
Steeley. In the midſt of theſe our enqui- 
ries, Andreas came in from the other room 
as if to liſten to our diſcourſe; and hearing 
my huſband ſay to Caroline, © have I not 
yet deſcribed him plain enough to you? 
Þerhaps you have fallen in love with hun— 
3 Ou 


1 

you may be ſure he was a very handſome 
man, or the Coſſac girl would not have 
been ſo kind to him—he had large black 
eyes like you, and“ at that inſtant An- 
dreas opened the door of the adjoining 
room, and, with much wit and humour as 
he ſuppoſed, called out with an audible 
voice, © perhaps he was like this gentle- 
man,” and in a moment Steeley ſtood be- 
fore us! We all looked aghaſt; while the 
Count trembled ſo he could ſcarce get off 
from his chair. They ſoon ruſhed into each 
. other's arms, while Caroline and I beheld 
their embrace—with a hearty ſhower of tears. 
<< Now! cried Steeley at laſt, now! are we 
.amply rewarded for all our paſt ſufferings 
this compenſates for all!“ Then diſen- 
gaging himſelf from the Count to come to 
me, I flew to meet him with opeh arms.— 
„ Oh! madam, ſays he, y— y—yes,'yes, 
it is you!“ he could add no more. The 
Count then came up to us, and putting a 

hand round each, ,preſſed us both to his 
boſom. What tranſports can friendſhip 
not beſtow! What refined feelings, what 
delightful ſenſations actuate the human foul 


an fuch happy moments as theſe! we con- 
4 | template 
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template each other in ſpeechleſs bianca 
yet never is the ſoul more eloquent than 
under the influence of ſuch a ſilence: ſhe _ 
expreſſes in a moment in an embrace, a 
train of ideas and ſenſations, which would 
but be confounded by utterance. Caroline 
and Sir R partook of our joy, and all 
ſurrounding Steeley became as a Gordian 
knot of friends 

Andreas (whoſe confined ideas could 
not enter into enjoy ments like theſe) think- 
ing perhaps that time now dragged heavily 
along, drew me and Caroline aſide; and 

with an air of reprimand, bid us not 
forget that we were women, and—ſit down 
all of you, or mean you that I muſt be a 
ipectator all day of your ſlabbering over 
one another—do that when I am gone, — 
This day I have conſecrated to mirth, and 
will not have it broken in upon by inſipid 
dulneſs!“ With this he obliged us to ſit 
down; and, addreſſing himlelf to my huſ- 
band, „my lord, continued -he, have I 
not conducted this ſcene very cleverly ?” 
by which we perceived that he wanted our 
applauſe, for the brightneſs of his inven- 
tion; and indeed he deſery ed that we ſhould 

You. II. 2 ſacrifiee 
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facrifice ſome. moments of our tranſports to 


his pleaſure, as he had procured ſo much 


to Us. 
My huſband had already aſked Steeley 


vera queſtions, but not one of them 


would Andreas let him anſwer, always 
taking care to interrupt him as he was 
going to ſpeak. © Cannot you be con- 
tented, cried he to the Count, that I have 
brought him amongſt you; but you mult 
now be teaſing him with a hundred fooliſh 
queſtions ? Do wait till you take him 
home with you at night, when you may 
talk to him if you will till my next birth- 
day: but I am determined to have the ſa- 
tisfaction of ſeeing you all merry and jo- 
vial at my houſe to ) night.” 

The manner of our authoritative land- 
lord, ſo very diſſimilar to our own, made 


us indiſputably wiſh a ſpeedy end to this 


viſit; nevertheleſs, as he had been inſtru- 


mental to this our happy meeting, grati- 
tude and good manners obliged us not 


only to treat him with civility, but in 


ſome meaſure to conform to his humour; 
which we did with the more readineſs, as 


Steeley did not ſeem deſirous at preſent to 


enter 


1 

enter into any particular relation of , what 
had happened to him ſince my huſband's 
departure; except that he told us, the go- 
vernor was dead; and as to his lady, added 
he, "RE. letter for you from her— 
generous woman! but I will go and fetch 
it you.” So ſaying he went our, and An- 
dreas with him; nor were we diſpleaſed at 
his leaving us for a few moments (eſpecially 
as he took Andreas with him) as it gave us 
an opportunity to expreſs the feelings of 
our hearts to each other, and allo to launch 
out in his praiſe. „ Is he not worthy of 

eſteem, cried the Count to me; are you 
5 pleaſed with him ?” Before I had time 
to anſwer, Caroline replied with a good 
deal of livelineſs, my lord, the Counteſs 
can give no judgment here, ſhe is too 
much prejudiced by your opinion; but 
aſk me the ſame queſtion and I will give 
you a candid anſwer—I, and the young 
woman in Siberia, we Here Steeley en- 
tered the room, conducting in a lady, in 
whoſe countenance ſhone gracefulneſs and 
joy. She was dreſſed in an Amazonian 
dreſs, and her whole figure ſeemed a de- 


Uneation of goodneſs and love. O God, 
F- 2 | cried 
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eried the Count, wham do I behald— is it. 
poſſible, madam, or do my eyes deceive 
me? this is too much happineſs for one 
day.” * Madam, ſays Steeley, add 
himſelf to me, whom aſtoniſhment had 
riveted to the place where I ſtood, I here 
preſent to you my dear fellow-traveller, 
and crave for her your friendſhip.” 1 em- 
braced her, yet knew not who ſhe was, or 
rather would not make the enquiry, on pur- 
poſe to prolong my enjoyment ; while ſhe, 
for the ſame reaſon, ſeemed to leave me in 
an uncertainty. The Count at laſt broke 
out to me, Can you believe it this is 
the governor's lady —ſhe, to whom I am 
indebted for my liberty — ſhe, who has re- 
ſtored me to you again! Tes, madam, 
replied ſhe with great vivacity, and for this 
expect a reward.—I do not bately aſk 
your triendſhip, but demand it as my due! 
Are you not rejoiced to ſee me? I ſee 
you are, and that your feelings are equal 
to mine at this interview; an interview, 
longed for by me with the utmoſt i impa- 
tience. Ah! my lord, we experienced not 
ſuch a ſcene in Siberia but I have much 


to tell you—you cannot think how much 


your 


1 11 
Pour friend, whom you left behind, has 
diſobliged me] (cafting at the fame time a 
look of the moſt tender expreffion at 
Steeley) and—but ler him relate the affair 
himſelf; he will do it perhaps to more ad- 
vantage. But who, whiſpered ſhe to my 
huſband, is that lady, and that gentleman?” 
(meaning Caroline and Sir R-—). This 
queſtion, ſo unexpected, threw the Count 
into ſome confufion, ſo that he did not 
immediately know what to anſwer; but, 
recovering himſelf a little, „they are 
they are, madam, ſaid he, our friends, and 
your's alſo.” Upon this 1 got up, and 
taking Caroline by the hand preſented her 
to the governor's lady, while the Count 
did the ſame by Sir R. We imagined 
nothing leſs than that Andreas had already 
divulgetl the ſecret of this affair, as the 
art of keeping a ſecret was a quahfication 
he by no means poſſeſſed ; however, whe- 
ther from a motive of uncommon prudence, 
or that he had not thought of it, we found 
he had not mentioned it. | 
Andreas having (deſignedly perhaps) 
abſented himſelf, during this our ſecond 
happy interview, now came into the room 
3 13 again, 
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again, very opportunely, to relieve us from 
the little embarraſſment. that this queſtion 


had thrown us into: but it was only to diſ- 


concert us with a ſtill greater. Madam, 
ſaid he, addreſſing himſelf to our amiable 


ſtranger, and taking Caroline at the ſame 
time by the hand, this is my dear ſiſter.“ 


The moment he had uttered this, Sir 


R with great precipitation left the 
room, not doubting but he would next 
enter into his hiſtory; and as a prelude to 


the diſcovery of that, which we could have 


wiſhed might have been concealed, to a 
more convenient time and place, he voci- 


ferated after him, do not go, Sir R—, 


I ſhall not diſcover any thing; I will leave 
that to the Count, he will tell the ſtory 
better than I can.” © Ah! my dear 


Count, cried Steeley haſtily, what ſecret is 
this! can there be Qught that you would 


with to conceal from your Steeley and this 
lady? Who is this Sir R—?” „ He is, 
replied my huſband, one of my oldeſt 
friends; and when ] tell you all” here he 
looked at me, and was ſilent. My heart 
was full!—“ Will you not deſpiſe me, 
madam, ſaid I, turning to the governor's 

* lady, 


E N 1 


lady, when ] tell you that I was married to 
Sir R before I knew that the Count was 
alive. Let, do not hate me for this con. 
feſſion, for indeed I deſerve your pity ;” 
and my Count loves you, cried ſhe, with. 
the ſame fondneſs as ever !—She ſaw my 
confuſion; and generouſly ſtrove by her 
fond endearments to recover my - ſpirits, 
and ſhorten the tedious minutes of this me- 
Iancholy interruption of our enjoyment ;— 
while Steeley actually appeared at this di 
covery to look on me with diſeſteem; and 
caſting his eyes firſt at the Count, and then 
at me, exclaimed, „“ She is then no more 
your wife!“ „ Yes! ſhe is my wife, re- 
plied the Count—do not make yourſelf 
uneaſy.— I know your regard for me; and 
be aſſured, nothing was wanting to render 
my happinels complete but this day's en- 
joyment.“ Wereciprocally embraced each 
other, and our joy began anew. Like as 
the earth exhales freſh odours after a re- 
freſhing ſhower, ſo ſeemed the enjoyment 
of our happineſs to be heightened by this 
little interval of pain. 

Our teaſing landlord haſtened ſupper, 
to which he obliged us all to take our ſeatsʒ 
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but inſtead of eating, we did little elſe but 


gaze in ſilent rapture at one another. 
„% Madam, ſays Steeley to me, your eyes 
ſeem to interrogate me at every glance 
What is it you would aſk me? perhaps 
you envy me my dear fellow-traveller—or 
want you to know her motive for thus ac- 


companying me to Holland? Yes, this is 


what you want to be ſatisfied about. Know 
then, ſhe is come on purpoſe to fetch back 
her jewels that ſhe gave the Count in Si- 
beria, We were informed in Moſcow that 
we ſhould find you here, and here ſhe pro- 
Poſes to remain with you till they are re- 
placed.“ We moſt undoubtedly, replied 
I, hold ourſelves indebted for them ; but 
why, good Sir, have you this lady's intereſt 
ſo much at heart? Does the law of your 
being her fellow- traveller impoſe this duty 
on you?“ , You ſee, ſaid ſhe, he cannot 


reſt, till the ſecret of my journey is di- 


vulged; and to give him this pleaſure, and 
ſatisfy at the ſame time my worthy friends, 
let me confeſs that I regard him; and as a 
proof of this regard, I have accompanied 


him hither. He both merits and poſſeſſes 
my heart; and I have only deferred giving 


him 


* 
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him my hand to have the pleaſure of - 
doing it in your preſence.” Joy ſparkled 


in Steeley's eyes, while he aroſe, and ten- 
derly embracing her cried, ©* now you are 
my bride !“ “ Yes, anſwered ſhe, and to 
be ſo, I would again undertake the ſame 
perilous journey. To you, my dear Count, 
to you I am indebted for my preſent. hap- 
pineſs; for had it not been for you, I 
never ſhould have known the merits of 


this worthy man. In yourfirſt converſation 


with me you deſcribed him in ſo advanta- 
geoun a light, that he had my eſteem be- 
fore I knew him. Providence has in him 


rewarded me for all my misfortunes ; and 


it ſhall be the ſtudy of my future life, to 
render my love a reward for all his ſuffer- 
ings. I mean to continue with you, and I 
inveſt you, madam, with the full power of 
regulating the little neceſſaries concerning 


our marriage, and to fig on what day you 


pleaſe for its conſummation ; for I ſhall re- 
ceive my future huſband from your hands.” 
« And I, replied the Count, my wife from 
yours. For as I have entered on a kind of 
ſecond marriage with her, I will alſo go a 


ſecond time through the nuptial ceremony, 
| | which 
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Which. ſhall be on the day that gives you 


to my friend.“ 
Amalia (which was the name of Steeley's 


bride elect) deſired a ſmall ſilver cup, and 


a bottle-caſe of wine to be brought out of 


her chamber; when, taking the cup in her 
hand, * do you remember this cup, my 
lord? ſaid ſhe; it is the very ſame out of 
which I drank your wite's health in Sibe- 


ria; and out of this cup and of this wine 


( which we have brought from afar) will we 
now conſecrate to the ſame honour in Hol-- 
land—Oh! how delicious will it be to my 
taſte! She then drank, and preſented the 
cup to me.— I looked at the cup and the 
wine, while recollection brought. to my 
view the diſtreſſed ſituation of my huſband. 


in Siberia, pitied and relieved by this ge- 
nerous woman.—lI looked at her with my 


eyes full of tears, which when I drank, I 
could not hinder from falling into the wine 
—and ſure they were as cordial drops, 
for never in my life did I taſte wine equal 


to this! 


For ſome minutes our ſouls ſeemed loſt. 
m the contemplation of our own happineſs, 


till Andreas rouſed us from our reverie by 
his 


E 


his interrogatories ; “ but, madam, ſaid he 
laughing, how did the Count look when 
he ſtood before you as a priſoner ? did he 
look like a man of quality, or how? did not 
he look very ſorrowful?“ „His counte- 
nance, replied Amalia, ſeemed regulated by 
the manners J aſſumed in ſpeaking to him. 
When I ſeemed to compaſſionate his ſuf- 
fering, his gratitude aſſumed a grateful 
humility.; but the moment I appeared the 
leaſt inattentive to his misfortunes, his coun- 
tenance collected ſuch an air of dignity, as 
not only reproached my ſeeming want of 
ſenſibility, but reminded me alſo that his 
ſufferings were not the conſequences of guilt, 
nor could in the leaſt degree leſſen his great- 
neſs of mind. How was he dreſſed?“ re- 
ſumed Andreas; * meaner than I could 
have wiſhed”,. replied Amalia; an old 
thread-bare German waiſtcoat, with a black 
Ruſſia tur gown, and a pair of ſhort black 
boots, being the whole of his apparel. His 
ſhort black curled hair, however, gave him 
a manly and undaunted appearance, though 
the traces of grief were viſibly pictured on 
his countenance z but never was he more 
eloquent or appeared in my eyes to greater 
5 advantage 
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advantage than when he ſpoke of his lady. 
—His tongue dwelt with rapture on her 
name, and from that I made a vow with- 
in myſelf, that I would do every thing in 
my power to procure his liberty, and pro- 
mote that happineſs he deferved.” * But 
your late huſband and the Count, ſaid An- 
dreas, were not always ſuch good friends.“ 
Whatever was reprehenſible in my huſ- 
band's behaviour, anſwered Amalia, I hope 
the Count will forgive.—Ah ! my lord, re- 
ſumed ſhe, forgive his natural failings and 
national prejudices, which, notwithſtanding 
his affection for me, I have experienced the 
effects of far more than you. Our mar- 
riage was an alliance formed by the Court, 
whoſe commands I dared not diſpute. At 
theſame time I honour his memory, as much 
as I patiently ſubmitted ro my deftiny in 
being his wife; yet, if I may be permitted 
to ſay it, my conduct perhaps merited a 
greater ſhare of happineſs, than I could 
poſſibly experience with ſuch a huſband.” 
Here to our great joy, Andreas was call- 
ed out upon ſome bulineſs, which gave 
us an opportunity to converſe together with 
more freedom. Steeley began to give us a 
* | detail 


1 5 
detail of what had happened to him, after 
my huſband's departure from Tobolſkoy ; 
but found his ſenſibility ſo affected by par- 
ticular circumſtances, that we would not 
let him proceed, but contented ourſelves 
with a general ſummary of the whole; 
which Amalia afterwards, at our requeſt, 
gave us in the following manner. 

Soon after the Count's departure, my 
huſband had a moſt violent return of the 
gout, which carried him off in a few days 
and of which I gave immediate notice to 
the Court, deſiring at the ſame time leave 
to return to Moſcow. In the mean time 
I continued in power till the nomination of 
a new governor ; which gave me an oppor- 
tunity to make ſeveral regulations in behalf 
of the unhappy priſoners —And now was 
the time, my lord, for me to ſerve your 
friend, whom you had recommended to 
my care. I ordered the Jew to pay him 
the utmoſt attention, and to ſee that he 
wanted for nothing, giving him room to 
conjecture by ſome hints I let drop, that he 
was a diſtant relation. At that time my 
kindneſs was barely the effect of compaſ- 
lion; for I had ſeen him, but once, and that 
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in the moſt wretched ſituation; (at the time, 


when at your requeſt my huſband had had 
him brought from Tobolſkoy) his gratitude 
however, which he expreſt to the Jew, for 
my care of him gave me pleaſure. 

« Such regulations as I could not effect 
by command, I brought about by dint of 
money, which I gave The Jew to diſtribute 
among the under keepers of the priſon. T 
had your friend removed to a better apart- 
ment, and had already projected ſeveral 
means to render his ſituation tolerable after 
my departure; when, behold about four 
weeks after, came moſt unexpectedly, an 
order to my deceaſed huſband for Steeley's 
iberty z with permiſſion to provide him 
a pals, to quit Siberia the firſt opportunity, 
that he could defray the expences.—In the 
morning I ſent for the Jew, and ordered 
him to bring Steeley to me immediately; 
telling him at the ſame time, that I would 
diſpatch a guard after him while he had the 
care of the priſoner. He ſoon returned 
with his charge, whom, with himſelf, I 


ordered to come into the parlour where I 


ſat. As ſoon as they entered, Steeley in 


the moſt. reſpectful manner poured out his 
* 
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gratitude for the many favours, as he term- 
ed them, I had ſhewn him; and with the 
moſt graceful reſpect remained ſranding at 
the door, to wait my commands. I aſked 
him if he had received any intelligence from 
the Count; and if he was ſatisfied with his 
preſent circumſtances? To the firſt he 
anſwered with a melancholy no; and to the 
latter with a reſigned yes. I then deſired him 
to give me a ſhort narrative of his hiſtory, 
which in the moſt obliging manner he in- 
ſtantly complied with; and the farther he 
entered into his narrative, the more he en- 
gaged my attention and reſpect. His perſon 
alſo appeared vaſtly ſuperiour to what I had 
thought, when I firſt ſaw him two years ago; 
and whether it was owing to the force of 
my imagination, -or that Tt really was fo, 
thought the Siberian fur gown became 
him exceedingly well, and that he was 
really a handſome man. 
« His diſcourſe ſoon convinced me that he 
Was poſſeſſed of a noble and generous heart; 
and of this, had I even doubted, it might 
perhaps have eaſily been ſeen, that I would 
willingly have had my doubts refuted. — 
No wonder thought I, that the Count ſo 
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ſtrenuouſiy recommended his friend to my 


4 care, —lt is with juſtice that he fo highly 
A eſteems him—he is worthy both of eſteem 
4 and compaſſion, and it is thy duty, added I 
i to myſelf, to do all in thy power to ſerve 


ſo worthy a man.—As he continued his 
narrative, I found my heart ſenſibly affected, 
and without examining into the real caule, 
J rather indulged, than checked its tender 
feelings; attributing them to the effect of a 


| deep ſenſibility for his misfortunes; and in 

| a kind of ſympathetic melancholy, I liſtened 
o to his tale a long time without interruption. 
1 When he came to the relation of the horrid 


barbarity exerciſed on him and poor Sidney 
at the city of Moſcow, how differently did 
I find myſelf affected than when the ſameè 
was related to me by the Count? I thought 
I could have wiſhed him not to have ſeen 
my emotion; yet in ſpite of all my efforts, 
I could not refrain my tears in order how- 
ever to conceal their ſource, I interrupted 
him with aſking the age of his father, and 
how long it had been ſince he had ſeen him: 
by which I had an opportunity of apply- 
ing the tender epithets of compaſſian to 
the father, which through the effuſions of 
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my heart would otherwiſe perhaps have 
been beſtowed on the ſon. —1 interrogated 
him alſo concerning his family—the adven- 
tures of his youth; and a thouſand other 
fooliſh queſtions to render the ſcene leſs 
moving to myſelf. | | 
He gave me at laſt the melancholy 
relation of the fatal accident that befel his 
bride elect in England; and though at the 
beginning of the relation I had perhaps ſe- 
cretly wiſhed her death, yet I was ſo forci- 
bly moved at the dreadful cataftrophe, 
that without knowing what I did, I ſprang 
from my chair, and, in a kind of ſympa- 
thetic tenderneſs, ſeated myſelf cloſe by him. 
— His ſpirits ſeemed totally ſunk by the re- 
collection of the ſcene; and with a ſigh 
that pierced my very ſoul, he ejaculated, 
O God! with ſuch an energy as almoſt pe- 
trified me; caſting his eyes at the ſame 
time on the floor, with ſuch marks of de- 
jection, that I thought he never would have 
lifted them up again; recovering himſelf 
however a little, ; fixed them on me with 
anair of complaint, that ſeemed to reproach 
me for drawing him on to this relation.ä— 1 
got up; and deſiring him to wait a few 
Yor "= minutes, 
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minutes, went into the adjoining room to 
fetch the mandate forhis liberty. But, though 
it lay directly before me on the toilet, I ſearch- 
ed every drawer before I found 1—1 bluſhed 
at my own confuſion, - which I flattered 
myſelf however proceeded from the intereſt 
I took in his ſufferings, and thought the 
pleaſure that would enſue, on my acquaint- 
ing him with the news of his liberty, would 
at once diſpel every uneaſy ſenſation. 
Before I returned again into the parlour, 
1 examined myſelf i in the glaſs, where I per- 
ceived that my every look betrayed the in- 
ward perturbation of my heart; in the 
midſt of which I nevertheleſs had compoſure 
enough to adjuſt my dreſs, to give an ad- 
vantage to my appearance; and "while I en- 
zoyed the pleafure of ſurprizing Steeley with 
the news of his liberty, I gave myſelf time 
to ruminate on the deſcription he had drawn 
of his unfortunate bride, comparing the 
1 with my own o the glafs, to fee 
I could not poſſibly trace ſome re- 
ſemblance between them; and having g plan- 
ned a ſuitable behaviour of addreſs « on the 
preſent occaſion, Ireturned to Steeley.— But 
no ſooner did FE attempt to fpeak to — 
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but 1 found myſelf ſeized with the ſame 
flutter as before; nor could I recollect a 
ſingle ſyllable of ought I had framed to 
ſay; ſo that I was * to aſk the Jew 
ſeveral inſignificant queſtions, in order to 
recover myſelf; when, ſummoning at laſt 
all my dignity and reſolution to my aid,“ 
it would be cruelty, Sir, ſaid I, to keep 
you in ſuſpence, or to delay a moment 
longer the giving you that information, 
which I dare ſay you have long wiſhed to 
hear :—do you underſtand, Sir, the Ruſſian 
language?“ Yes—yes | exclaimed he with 
vehemence, and was inſtantly ſeized with ſuch 
a fit of trembling, I thought he would have 
fallen on the floor; while a like tremor the 
ſame moment took poſſeſſion of my whole 
frame, on ſeeing the agitation I had raiſed in 
his breaſt.— 1 ſat down, and begged he 
would do the ſame, which he politely re- 
fuſed ; and to avoid all further ceremony, 
I got up, and reaching him a chair, in- 
ſiſted upon his placing himſelf in it.— Being 
thus both ſeated, I rejoice, Sir, ſaid I, that 
I have it in my power to be the meſſeng 
of happy tidings to you—from this hor, 
- Sir, ooo are free and at liberty to go where 
O22 you 
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you pleaſe; nor muſt you look upon me 
any longer as an arbitrary commander, but 
as your ſincere friend. I then read to 
him the order for his liberty, which I had 
no ſooner finiſhed, but ſpringing from the 
chair on which he ſat, he ſeized my hand, 
and kiſſed it with inexpreſſible ardour; 
which effuſion of gratitude 1 ſuffered him 
ſeveral times to repeat, leſt I ſhould have 
offended him by withdrawing my hand ; he 
uttered alſo ſeveral exclamations of joy, and 
though I underſtood not the language, they 
conveyed the molt pleaſing ſenſations to my 
heart, as they were expreſſive of his gra- 
titude to me. | 
I diſpatched a meſſenger to the over- 
ſeer of the priſoners, to acquaint him of 
Steeley's being no longer in his cuſtody, 
and at the fame time diſmiſſed the guard 
that attended him; then addreſſing myſelf 
to him, Sir, ſaid I, I would offer you 
an apartment in my houſe, till an oppor- 
tunity preſented for your departure for 
- Moſcow; but as that might be rather 
. deemed an impropriety in my preſent ſitua- 
tion, I recommend you to the care of the 
. . Jew o provide for you a ſuitable lodging; 
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and whatever elſe you may want, you need 
not be ſolicitous about while I remain in 
the country.” He then took his leave; 
but J could ſee by his countenance that he 
had much more to ſay to me; and I was 
heartily vexed that the Jew was preſent, he 
being a reſtraint on the converſation. of us 
both. I defired him however to call again 
in the afternoon. Thus ended our firſt 
converſation. As ſoon as he was gone [I 
went to the window to look after him, and 
in the ſame moment aſked myſelf why I 
did ſo; yet ſtood ſtill, and gazed till he 
was out of ſight! 

I fat down to dinner penſive and me- 
lancholy, and wiſhed an hundred times 1 
had aſked him to ſtay and dine with me.— 
] was impatient for the Jew's return, to 
know what accommodations he had pro- 
vided for him—in ſhort, I might have diſ- 
covered, without much {ſcrutiny into my 
heart, that a paſſion, far more formidable 
than that of pity, had made its entrance 
there in behalf of your friend; but, as I 
was not willing to make this diſcovery, ſo 
I entered not into any ſcrutiny about it. I 


A that in all probability the Jew 
G 3 would 
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would in a few days meet with an oppor- 
tunity for him to return with a caravan of 
merchants, but which I had already de- 
termined rf poſſible to prevent, as I wiſhed 


him to return in my company. In the 
midſt of my cogitation came in the honeſt 


Jew, and aſſured me that he had accom- 
modated his gueſt with every neceſſary con- 
veniency; adding, that he had placed him 
in the houſe which he had purchaſed two 
years ago from my late huſband. This 
ſomewhat ſtartled me- for I thought his being 
accidentally placed in this houſe looked like 
ſomething ominous however I was fully 
ſatisfied with what the Jew had done; and 
calling an old German ſervant, who had 
travelled with me from Courland to Moſ- 
cow, and from thence to Siberia, 1 ordered 
him to go with the Jew to the gentleman 
who had been ſet at liberty to-day, and ſee 
what he might want in his new apartment, 
either of furniture or other neceſſaries; it 
being the command of the Court, that he 
ſhould be treated as a perfon of diſtinction, 
while he remained in Siberia. 

When the ſervant returned, he told me 


that the gentleman was provided with every 


thing 


11 


thing that was neceſſary, except ſome linen, 
and a mattreſs to lie on. This I went im- 
mediately and got him myſelf, chuſing out 
the fineſt ſheets I, had in the houſe, and was. 
concerned he wanted nothing elle. As I 
gave the ſervant the things, I bid him take 
an account of them, and ſee that nothing 
was loſt—though God knows my heart had 
very little ſenſe in this matter, whether they 
were loſt or not. I bid him take allo a 
bottle-caſe of wine with him ; and do you, 
added I, aſk the gentleman in your own 
name if he wants any thing elſe. —Thus 
commiſſioned he went away, but I faw no 
more of him till night. When he returned, 
I aſked him how he came to ſtay fo long? 
« Ah! madam, cried he with great ſim- 
plicity, one cannot tell how to come away 
rom this gentleman.—He is certainly a 
dear, good man ;—every word he ſays goes 
to one's very heart. O] had you but heard 
how he returned thanks to God for deliver- 
ing him from ſlavery :—he is certainly a 
very pious chriſtian; I wonder how God 
has ſuffered him to be ſent to Siberia and 
he was fo humble and condeſcending, when 
l Toffered to undreſs him before I went away; 
2 N 
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* no, my good Chriſtopher ſaid he, you need 
not give yourſelf that trouble have learnt 


in Siberia to be my own ſervantꝰ - poor gen- 


tleman ! he made my heart ach for I dare 
ſay, notwithſtanding he has been ſent to 
this curſed country, he is fome very great 
gentleman — and he is very handſome too — 


if am ſure, madam, if you would give me 


leave, I would willingly wait on him two or 
three hours every day, that he might have 
ſome little comfort again. He bid me to re- 
member his moſt grateful thanks to you 
for all the favours you have ſhewn him, 
and he would be obliged to you if you would 
lend him a book—1 believe the name of it 
is on this bit of paper.” He then took 


out of his pocket a little billet written in 


French, which I haſtily took from him, 
and found in it the following contents. 

& I have been ſo long acquainted with 
miſery, that the preſent happineſs to which 
I am raiſed appears to me like the deluſion 
of a dream—l can hardly perſuade myſelf 
that it is real - you accumulate ſo many 


favours on me, that I am utterly at a loſs 


how to expreſs my gratitude ſufficiently for 


them—a thouſand times have I in imagina- 
tion 


1 0 


tion already appeared to the Count, to all my 
friends and countrymen, telling them that I 
have met with the moſt noble, the moſt ge- 
nerous, and diſintereſted friendſhip in Siberia. 
Ah! madam, wherein do I merit this your 
kindneſs, and in what manner can the re- 
mainder of my unhappy life any way atone 
for its obligations to you? An nought but 
the profoundeſt reſpect and veneration!?ꝰ 
I was ſo pleaſed with this laconic epiſtle, 
that it engroſſed my thoughts the beſt part of 
the night, commenting upon its contents; 
eſpecially on the pleaſing words, © in what 
manner can the remainder of my unhappy 
life any way atone for its obligations £0 
you? in nought but the profoundeſt re- 
ſpect and veneration !” To theſe words, I 
tailed not to give an interpretation agreeable 
to the wiſhes of my heart. When I awaked 
I was glad to find it was morning; then I 
aroſe, and while I was dreſſing myſelf, re- 
ſolved to ſend an invitation to Steeley to 
come and dine with me.—I accordingly rang 
fo my faithful valet, but, he was no 
where to be found. immediately con- 
jectured that he was gone to his new maſter, 
which was indeed the caſe —He re- 
turned 
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turned however ſobon after, when I gently 
feprimanded him for going away without 
my leave; deſiring him not to let his atten- 
tion to his new maſter make him forgetful 
of what was due to me. I then gave him 
a couple of French books, which I bid 
We him give to Stecley, with my compliments, 
mud that I ſhould be glad of his company 
1 to dine with me. In the mean time, I or- 
mW | dered the cook to dreſs two or three little 
cliſhes after the German way, and about 
5 noon I fent my beſt ſledge to fetch him.— 
ii I regulated my dreſs in the manner I thought 
11S would make me appear moſt upon an equality 
is with my viſiter, who, it was natural to 
ſuppoſe, would be dreſt in rich attire. —Yet, 
"m0 though I ſtudied a careleſs negligence, let 
wt | it not be thought that I neglected to adjuſt 
[8 that negligence in a manner the moſt agree- 
able to my perſon. — This viſit I had pro- 
poſed as the touchſtone of the real ſituation 
of my heart reſpecting Steeley, whereby 
: I meant candidly to examine whether the 
ſenſations that actuated my breaſt were the 
effects of love or friendſhip. 
My gueſt was. now arrived his counte- 
nance appeared more ſerene, and as I thought 

| | more 


_ 1 Ws <2 SEA _ 
— 1 _ 


LETT - — Ss 
: e — 
_ FF 4 — 
1 — 
—__ 5 m ax 
A. * —— * 
+ . ens WAAGL AE BS 
CHESS ——— 28 wy . oY 3 * as 
LAS. 2 — — 5 = 4 * m 
* 
* 


a — 
A. 441 4 « .. 
_— - 
RIG CEP A 
— * 
=_ - 
— 


— A ukgongt #5 A508 


= - þ . _— 
- ——— "oO 2 
7 
— 3. * ” n 
— Fad "7" 
- — Bt rs A. 
— * * %4 — 
- V6 K 
4 4 44 x Shad 
A; Is © b At = 


103 } 


more pleaſing than the day before; he was 
alſo better dreſt, though after the Ruſſian 
manner. He approached me with a kind 
of veneration, and addreſſed me in the 
language of gratitude and reſpect. But ! 
deſired him not to rate too high the little 
ſervices I had been able to render him, fince 
I acted but in conformity to the orders of 
the Court. We then ſat down tete-a-tete 
to dinner, and though .it was near three 
hours before we had the table-cloth re- 
moved, I perceived that the time appeared 
as ſhort to him as to me.—The ſavage 
manners to which he had been ſo long ac- 
cuſtomed, made him appear aukward in 
the little ceremonies of addreſs, ſo that he 
frequently appeared embarraſſed in making 
returns to my civilities; while I really en- 
Joyed his aukward confuſion; for, as I was 
ſenſible that he was vaſtly my ſuperior in 
E of ſolid ſenſe, I was pleaſed to fee I. 
ad ſome little advantage over him in 
point of politeneſs, e 
1 prevailed on him to relate to me again 
the ſeveral occurrences of his life, which 
affected me as much as if I had never 
before heard them. Our converſation then 
5 turned 
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turned on the Count, whom he expreſſed 
ſo great a deſire to ſee, that it made me jea- 
lous of him. —In ſhort, I found he had gained 


ſo much on my eſteem by theſe two or 


three hours converſation, that it became 
neceſſary for me to be on my guard to pre- 
vent his diſcovery of it. —I ſecretly wiſhed, 
when the ſervants were diſmiſſed from 
waiting, that he would have dropt ſome 
tender expreſſion, whereby I might have 
judged of the ſituation of his heart. But 
though his expreſſions did not lead to this 
diſcovery, they intimated for me the higheſt 
veneration and reſpect, while his eyes con- 
firmed the ſincerity of thoſe expreſſions. 
After the table was at laſt removed, and a 
few frivolous ceremonies took place, he got 
up to take his leave; nor did I think it 
prudent to ſolicit his longer ſtay, leſt my 
eyes ſhould have betrayed the weakneſs of 
my heart. I therefore called a ſervant, and 
ordered him to wait on him home. ; 

And now was I fully convinced that.I 
was over head and ears in love |—T was 
more uneaſy than before and the more 1 
ſtrove to combat this uneaſineſs, the more 
it prevailed againſt me,—I was offended at 


his 
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his leaving me ſo ſoon, and imagined that 
he did not like me.—1 accuſed myſelf of 
not having charms ſufficient to inſpire him 
with a paſſion beyond bare eſteem. —Mor- 
tified and dejected at this reflection, I re- 
venged myſelf by ſecret invectives againſt 
my perſon! At the ſame time I found it 
utterly impoſſible to conquer my unhappy 
paſſion, nor could I bear the thought of 
giving up all hopes of him.—I refolved 
therefore to give him an invitation to come 
and ſee me again, in three days. But oh! 
what painful anxiety of mind did I not 
ſuffer, during this tedious interval —it ap- 
peared to me the interval of an age! 
While thus my mind was a prey to a thou- 
ſand imaginary ills, the ſervant told me, 
his maſter, ever ſince he had been with me 
laſt, ſeemed ſo thoughtful and melancholy, 
he was afraid ſomething was the matter 
with him. This piece of intelligence a 
little revived me, as it flattered me with a 


hope, that poſſibly I might be the ſubject... 
RV off js meditation; and on this ſuppoſitrof®® 


IWV weak enough to aſk the ſervant, if 
his maſter never ſpoke of me? Yes, ma- 
dam, ſays he, he praiſes you above the 

1 ſkies ! 


1 


| ſkies ! the moment I come in he enquites 


after your health, and aſks a hundred little 
queſtions concerning you. 
The third day at laſt arrived, when my 


| welcome viſitor came in the * manner 
as before. At the ſight o. him every un- 


eaſy ſenſation for a moment ſubſided. The 
Jew had furniſhed him with a ſuit of 
claths made after the German faſhion, 
which made him look as young again as 
in the Ruſſian dreſs. Yes—yes, ex exclaimed ; 


1 to myſelf, he is handfome—he is lovely 
but what avails that to thee! Here I 
was beginning to relapſe, when ſuddenly 
-xecoflect 


ng myſelf, i ſtrove to aſſume an 


air of gajety, nor in the leaſt imagined 


that my looks would have difcovered that 
my mind was unealy within. In this how- 


ever I was miſtaken ; for when we fat down 


to table, Steeley, looking at me with at- 


tention obſerved, that I did not look fo 


cheerful as when he had the pleaſure to ſee 
me laſt, and aſked me, with great tender- 
neſs, the reaſon of it. This queſtion ſome- 
what confuſed me- I was vexed at my 


traiterous countenance !- Soon recovering 
*. however, I told him I was rather 


uneaſy 
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uneaſy at not having yet received permiſſion 
from the court to return to Moſcow. 
But, continued I, what is the matter with 
you, Sir? your countenance does not ſeem 
to wear any longer that face of joy, whieh 
the ſenſe of your liberty formerly gave it. 
Alt is the deſire to fee your native coun- 
try perhaps, that makes you uneaſy. © Yes, 
madam, faid he, with a dejected look!“ 
But oh! how grateful to my ears was the 
tone and manner with which he uttered this 
yes—it conveyed a negative in its full 
ſenſe !—Enlivened by the thought, perhaps 
added I, there is ſome tender fair one 1n 
your native country that impatiently waits 
your arrival—If ſo, why do you deprive 
yourſelf and me of the pleafure of talking 
of her ?—Believe me, as a proof of my 
friendſhip for you, I am ready to aſſiſt you 
with half my fortune to accelerate your 
journey.—He looked at me with viſible 
marks of confuſion, but anſwered not 4 
word, Not to Be kept however any longer 
in ſuſpenſe, I was determined, finee I had 
gone fo far, to know my deftiny at once, 
whether I was to be happy or miſerable. 
You are filent, Sir, continued I, by _ 
| up- 
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1 ſuppoſe I am to infer that you have ſome 
favourite in London. No, madam, ex- 


claimed he, heaven is my witneſs, that 


fince the death of my dear Celia, I have 
never paid my addreſſes to any one.— If I 
had, could you think I could conceal it 


from you—Ah? ought I to conceal any 


thing from you.—Lefſen, I beſeech, ma- 
dam, theſe your favours to mel do not 
merit them, and this is the real cauſe of 


my uneaſineſs.”* This aſſurance, and the 


manner in which it was expreſſed, reſtored 
again my peace of mind; and from the 
ſudden alteration it cauſed in me, he might 


eaſily have gueſſed the ſituation of my 


heart towards him. But, though joy 
gladdened my countenance, it occaſioned 
a quite contrary effect on him; for the 


more gaiety I aſſumed, the more melan- 


choly and dejected he appeared, hardly 
vouchſafing a ſingle anſwer to all the little 
ſallies my vivacity uttered; which, while I 
indulged myſelf in, I ſtudied his eyes to 


' ſee if I could not read there the effect it 


had upon his heart.— He loves thee, . ex- 


claimed I to myſelf, but gratitude and re- 
werence for thee, hinder him from decla- 


ring 


4 wh 1 


his paſſion—he is modeſt, and for that 
15 eſteem him —he wiſhes to force me to the 
fault of declaring that I am in love and 
does he not merit it? -I redoubled my ci- 
vilities to him, taking care at the ſame 
time to keep within the bounds of friend- 
mi | 
@ My huſband, having had ſome little, 
taſte for painting and architecture, had juſt. 
finiſhed before his death a very . — 
houſe; the rooms and gallery of which I 
having ordered to be well aired, in order 
to prolong the viſit of my gueſt, after din- 
ner 1.conducted him thither to view the 
paintings. When we came into the ſaloon, 
wherein were hung up, in rich frames, 
drawings and deſigns of landſcapes and 
fortification, I aſked him if he did nor 
find ſome amongſt them of his own doing?. 
— But 1 perceived it was not on the paint- 
ings, but on me his eyes were fixed! (which 
I failed not to take proper notice of) 
and without ſeeming to obſerve him, 1 
can ſhew you, Sir, ſaid I, the pieces that 
are of your drawing, my huſband having 
told me that all thoſe marked with the ſig- 
nature 8, are your hs act beheve he 
You, T6 has 
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has given you a great deal of trouble in 
the execution of them. Ah, madam, 


cried he with a timid look, it is in your 
power amply to reward me for all my la- 
ours. But— no!“ I really did not at "firſt 
know what he meant, and with great ca- 
gernels begged he would explain himſelf. — - 
Will you then promiſe, madam, ſaid he, 
to pardon - my preſumption, if I explain 
mylelf??P—< Mr. Steeley, Sir, replied I, 
I am fully perſuaded, can preſume on no- 
thing that I or any other lady ought to take 
umbrage at; I therefore entreat you will 
haſten to explain this myſtery,” He then 
e the door of the adjoining room 
h we had viewed before, and pointing 

to a portrait of mine which hung there, 
2 chat picture, madam, ſaid he, I could 
wiſh you would make me maſter of, when 
J leave Siberia!“ This requeſt was cer- 
tainhy the moſt pleaſing I ever had made to 
me; but which J pretended not fully to 


5 -camprehend, in order to have the pleaſure 


of hearing him repeat it And now he had 
the courage to take me by” the hand, and 
Preſſing it, to tell me I know not what 
obliging things he * returned with - 

(#1 him ö 
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him back into the dining room, to conceal 
the ſoft emotions he had kindled in my 
breaſt.— But he perceived not the victory 
he had won, but on the contrary, thought 
he had given me offence; and for a whole 
week afterwards his behaviour to me was 
like that of a friend, who had impoſed on 
himſelf a rigid and reſpectful diſtance in 
order to pleaſe me; or like a gueſt, Who 
by a grateful modeſty would reward me 
for the civilities I every day ſhewed him. 
« I really could not account for the re- 
ſerve which we now. impoſed on ourſelves; —=.. 
for we were at liberty to he together every | 
day ;=we had no one to fear, unleſs. our- | 
ſelves; every thing was under my com- 
mand, and my authority was too great to 
apprehend being blamed by any one. Ne- 
vertheleſs, inſtead of becoming more fa- 
miliar by being every day together, or im- 
proving the hberty we enjoyed of uninter- 
rupted conyerſation, we ſeemed every day 
to grow more ſtrange towards each other; 
and as if he was fearful of offending my 
delicacy, he was particularly cautious not 
to careſs or flatter me; while I took the 
"| fame care not to give him an opportunity 
5 H 2 O 
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of becoming particular. We perceived 
not all this while that this rigid circum- 
ection, which we obſerved in our conver- 
110 tion and behaviour, was nothing elſe but 
the effect of all- powerful love! or rather, 
we felt its power ſo forcibly, as obliged us 
to preſcribe Jaws for our conduct. I co- 
pd his reſerve, and he imitated mine. — 
ut alas, to what did all this tend, only to 
prove how ſtudious we were to leaſe, and 
to ſeek for an opportunity to diſcover the 
ſentiments of our hearts, without giv. ag 
offence to either. -I expected every mo- 
ment a tender declaration from him, yet 
every moment hindered him from it, my 
behaviour atoning for the delay by in- 
dulging freſn hopes. | 
We had now been ten or twelve days 
almoſt conſtantly together, without coming 
to any eclairciſſement.— We had talked on 
ſo many different ſubjects, that we had ex- 
hauſted almoſt every thing; and the more 
we ſtudied to lead to that which was in-' 
tereſting to our hearts, the more we found 
ourſelves at a loſs how to do it. After din- 
ner we generally played at draughts—a 
June not at all calculated for the amuſe- 
ment 
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ment of people in love! and which indeed 
would have rather been a puniſhment than 
a pleaſure, but that it afforded us an op- 
portunity of contemplating each other more 
minutely.—I' frequently leaned my hand 
upon my man, as if to conſider how to diſ- 
pot of him to the beſt advantage, when in 
eality I only reſted it to enjoy the pleaſure 
of ſeeing my lover feaſt his eyes on it. 
Our games were foorr over; for though x 
underſtood the game much better than he, 
yet one tender glance from his charming 
eyes, a modeſt bluſh, or a half-ſmothered 
figh, which now and then eſcaped him, was 
fufficient to overthrow all my judgment, 
and never failed to make me move wrong. 
With this amuſement however we frequently 
ſpent whole hours without fpeaking ten 
words; and ſo fond were we of it, that we 
often had the table- cloth removed ſooner 

than uſual, to ſit down to draughts. 
A month had now in this manner paſſed 
away; during which time we had miſſed 
ſeeing each other only five days; and though 
we enjoyed the greateſt pleaſure in being 
together, yet after this tedious interval of 
five days abſence, we were no more fami- 
+ lar 
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Har "WE, 8 met, not as lovers;. 


but as friends, —and this. character we cer 
tainly ſhould have maintained a great while 


longer, had not an accident precipitated 


us to the diſcovery of the real ſituation of 
our hearts. The Jew came unexpectedly. 
to us while we were at dinner, and addreſſing 
himſelf to Steeley, told him that to-morrow. 
a convoy would go off to the Court; and 
that for ſuch a ſum of money he might 
fafely with it to Moſcow.—I was fo — — 
ed at this piece of intelligence, I had not 
power to ſpeak, while Stecley looked like- 


one almoſt. petrified with horror! © when— 


when! exclaimed he at laſt, am I to go?” 
Go you to my lodgings, purſued he to 
the Jew, and I will follow you immediately.“ 


The Jew then went away, and now opened 


an intereſting and affecting ſcene.— Ah, 


madam! reſumed he, the tears ſtanding ' 


in his eyes, muſt I then leave you to- mor- 
row did he ſay I muſt go?“ — © and what 
is it; Sir, ſaid I, that makes the thoughts of 


your departure fo painful to you?“ - He 
ſeemed ſtartled at this queſtion, but after 


a moment's pauſe, replied with ſome warmth, 
can you then. aſk me what it is that 
makes. 
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makes my departure painful! ? vou you, 
madam, are the cauſe of it!“ and turned 
from me as if to hide the violent emotions 
of his breaſt—while I, with rapture heard 
this declaration. I was ſilent, or to ſpeak 
more properly, was ſo overcome, I could not 
ſpeak.— But miſtaking my ſilence for the 
effect of diſpleaſure, he haſtily prepared to 
go - when ſtarting from the reverie into. 
which my ecſtaſies had thrown me, I caught 
hold of his hand, and with great pertur- 
bation aſked him whither he was going?“ TO 
puniſh myſelf, madam, ſaid he, for the pre- 
ſumption which I have juſt now been guilty 
of.— am going to tear myſelf from you 
for ever,” and but ſuppoſe that I ſhould 
_ defire you not to go, would you not grant 
my requeſt, would you not poſtpone for 
a little while longer the ſeeing your friends. 
and native country?“ „ Yes, madam, re- 
plied he haſtily, I would do every thing 
for you; I am ready to leave my native 
country for ever my friends, my country, 
all, I can forget for your ſake; ſayꝝ only 
that you that you do not hate me.” IL 
rather ſay I love you, replied I, for the time 
admits: not now to affect any longer a diſ- 
HT guiſe 
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guiſe of ſentiments ; and if 1 have your 
love in return, continue here till I have per- 
miſſion ro depart, and we will both leave 


Siberia together.” Now for the firſt time 


he ventured to embrace me, and, oh heavens! 
what raptures did we enjoy on the diſcovery 
of our hearts, after ſo long a ſuppreſſion of 
our paſſion. —A thouſand times did he re- 
peat that he loved me, while my eyes a 


thouſand times returned the ſoft confeſſion 


. —abſorbed in ecſtaſies our ſouls only ſpoke 
ve gazed in ſpeechleſs ſilence, white our 
looks, our 6ghs confeſt the tender paſſion 
to each — He aſked me if I had not 
remarked before his prepoſſeſſion in my 


favour? and J interrogated him, whether 


he had not perceived my partiality for him? 
We related to each other the gradual 
. progreſs of our paſſions in our hearts - and 
from this hour all was happineſs and love. 


In the mean time the convoy went off, and 
and my lover with joy remained behind. 


By this opportunity however I ſent a peti- 
tion to the Court, for permiſſion to leave 
Siberia ſoon. 


Hitherto we had been together ſometimes 


half days, and ſometimes only a few. hours; 


but. 
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but now we thought whole days too ſhort 
to expreſs all we had to ſay: for though he 
was aſſured of my love, he ſought only to 
gain by, meriting itz which he did by the 
tender delicacy of his whole Apart | 
towards me; while I, who had been mar- 
ried eight years to my late huſband, with- 
2 knowing what it was to Jove, now firſt 
experienced, by the tender endearments of an 
rdent lover, all the refinement of a ten- 
= attachment.—I promiſed him, that it 
it was not agreeable to him to attend me to 
Courland, I would go with him to his na- 
tive country; and that if when I arrived: 
at Moſcow, I could not obtain permiſſion 
to return to my native climate, I would 
go off with him privately ; for as I now 
took upon mel added I, as a perſon: 
who is to be your wife, ſo the firſt con- 
venient place we arrive at, I am ready to 
become ſo. 

We paſſed away a fortnight after this in 
the pleaſing anticipation of our future hap- 
pineſs, when I had the pleaſure at laſt to 
receive the welcome ſummons to quit Si- 
beria, with a paſſport to go to Moſcow. 


My lover was with me when it came, and 
ID 


- at 1 
nd words can expreſs his joy on the occaſion. 
We inſtantly haſtened our preparations 
to quit this difmal country. The gover- 
nor of a neighbouring caſtle was nominated 
to ſucceed my huſband, to whom within a 
week I delivered all the papers and accounts 
relative to the government, for his inſpec- 
tion; bur he refufed to look over them, 
ſaying; © your huſband was my friend, and 
was, I am convinced, a good œconomiſt, 
and one who ſtudied the intereſt of the 
Court. —And I am too far advanced in 
years to flatter myſelf with the hope of ſur- 
viving him long.” TI begged the favour of 
him to give orders for my departure as ſoon- 
as poſſible, and to take poſſeſſion of the 
houſe and furniture - which he did, telling. 
me at the ſame time I was at liberty to take 
with me whatever I pleated, as every 
thing in the houſe was entirely at my 
jervice. „ 
left Tobolſkoy about the middle of the 
month of June, attended by a ſtrong guard. 
— My huſband had left me upwards of a 
hundred thouſand rubles in money and-, 
Jewels; one half of which we ſecured. in 
the carriage appointed for Steeley and 1 
| | ; —: 
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and the remainder we packed up in the 
waggon, wherein was our faithful Chriſto- 
pher, and a few diſcharged priſoners. Be- 
fore our departure, Steeley gave a feaſt for 
three days to all: the priſoners in and about 
Tobolſkoy (a bout fifty in number) cloathed 
them, and gave to each man ſome rubles 
in money. | 5 8 

« After a fatiguing journey of five days, 
travelling night and day (the nights in the 
ſummer months being as clear almoſt as the 
day) we arrived without any accident at 
the city of Moſcow. As I did not chuſe 
to appear publicly at Court, I fought. for 
an opportunity to wait in private upon the 
Czarina, whoſe maid of honour I had for- 
merly been; and the amiable Catharina 
received me in the moſt friendly manner, 
and obliged me to ſtay a whole week with 
her, treating me all the while with the ut- 
moſt civility and politeneſs. But notwith- 
ſtanding all her courteſy and kindneſs, never 
did time appear more irkſome to me than- 
this week ſpent from my beloved. Having 
often heard me expreſs a deſire to return 
to Courland, ſhe procured. for me that fa- 
vour ; which having obtained, I haſtened 


back 
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back to the city, to make enquiry after my 
beloved fellow traveller, whom I found 
was in the houſe of an Engliſh merchant 
there. I inſtanly diſpatched Chriſtopher to 
him to inform him of my return, and to 
deſire his attendance ; but he came back 
with the melancholy relation, that he was 
Jo ill, he could not wait on 'me.—TI in- 
ſtantly flew to him, and found that his illneſs 
proceeded entirely from his great concern for 
me; having conjured up a thouſand fright- 
ful fears and apprehenſions.—* Ah! ex- 
claimed he, as I entered, have I then not 
loſt you! are you ſtill my faithful friend?“ 
I affured him he had not the leaſt reaſon to 
doubt my fidelity, for that he was as dear 
to me as ever; and to convince him of my 
regard, I ſtayed with him the whole day. 
He ſhewed me ſeveral letters that had been 
ſent him from London, addreſſed to the 
| Engliſh agent at Moſcow, and one in par- 
ticular which the Count had left for him. 
It was now my purpoſed reſolution to 
go to Courland, and nothing but the pre- 
lent weakneſs of Steeley prevented our im- 
mediate departure. But while we waited 
for him to recover ſufficient ſtrength to un- 
| _gertake 
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£nraptured with her, Yet, charmingly as 
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dertake the journey, he received a-pacquet 
from the Count. With eager haſte he 
brake the ſeals, and having read a few. 
lines, the Count, exclaimed he, has found 
the Counteſs, and lives with her in Holland; 


 —fhall we not go and join them what a 


happy party ſhould we not make! There 
needed no other argument to make me alter 
my reſolution of going to Courland; and 
now we reſolved to fer out for Holland, 
and accordingly took ſhipping, the latter 


end of Auguſt, when love made even the 


fea agreeable to me; nor did we meet with 
any diſaſter in our voyage, except a little 


fea- ſickneſs, and a few ſtormy winds; which 


have done us no other harm than to keep 
us a fortnight longer at ſea, than if we had 
had a continued gale of favourable wind. 
We have been four days on ſhore, and ar- 


rived here yeſterday.” 


Thus finifhed the pleafing hiſtory of 
Steeley and Amalia's love. — The two fol- 
Jowing days were ſpent in entertaining nar- 
Tatives; and the fifth day was fixed on for 
the wedding, when I and Caroline dreſſed the 
pride, who looked fo lovely, we were quite 


ſhe 


The appeared, ſhe did not eclipſe the manly 
-gracefulneſs of Steeley, who had the pre- 
lence of an accompliſhed gentleman.— 
Having dreſſed the bride, we conducted 
her to the apartment of the bridegroom, 
Who waited impatiently for her. Now, 
ſaid ſne as ſhe entered, conſider well what you 
are about to do there is ſtill time to chuſe 
another, if yau have an inclination ſo to do!“ 
He ran and embraced her. At that inſtan: 
Sir R— came. in, with his friend the cler- 
gyman af a Erench congregation, who was 
to perform the marriage ceremony. Sir 
R- had informed him of the particular 
eircumſtances of the bride and bridegroom; 
and being ſeated, he agreeably ſurprized us 
with an oration, which was not only per- 
tinent to the preſent occaſion, but deliver- 
ed with an eloquence and energy of expreſ- 
ſion that charmed us; nor could we have 
deviſed an amuſement from which we could 
have reaped half. the ſatisfaction that we 
did from this diſcourſe.— He ſet forth in 
the moſt ſtriking colours the great and 
wonderful goodneſs of Providence in the 
-deſtiny of mankind ; which he forcibly il- 
luſtrated by tracing an Almighty hand in all 


the 
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the trials of misfortunes, of Steeley and the 
Count; appealing to our hearts, whether 
we were. not amply rewarded for all our 
ſufferingsz and whether we did not actu- 
ally receive greater pleaſure from our pre- 
ſent enjoyment, than we poſſibly could 
have any idea of, but from having ex- 
ienced thoſe misfortunes ?—In ſhort, the 
ively and animated diſcourſe of this Wor- 
thy miniſter of the goſpel not only led us 
to ſee the divine decree in our own deſtiny, 


but inſpired us with the higheſt ſenſe of 


_ admiration, and gratitude for has mercies 
towards us.—To thoſe who have never. 
known misfortunes, and whoſe hearts are 


not ſuſceptible to the misfortunes of others, 
it may appear as an hypocritical paradox, 
or the effect of fanaticiſm to aſſert, that this 
diſcourſe gave us infinite ſatisfaction; nor 


can they imagine, that ſerious reflections 


are ſuitable to a day devoted to love and 
joy; it would be needleſs therefore to attempt 
to demonſtrate a truth, which can be known: 
only from the innate feelings of the ſoul. - + 


Thus paſſed away the morning—Steeley 


and Amalia were now joined in wedlock's 
ſac red bands! while recollection brought to id 
A | | 7 9 | view - 
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view the pleaſmg ſcene of our own early 
love; which ſeemed ſtrengthened and re- 
newed by theirs. —The ceremony being 
over, we begged the favour of the clergy- 
man (whom we looked upon as a moſt va- 
luable acquaintance) to oblige us with his 
company the remainder of the day; but he. 
„ politely excuſed himſelf, by telling us he 
| | was to ſpend the afternoon with an unfor- 
'F tunate young man, who had long laboured 
is under a heavy melancholy, and who in a 
| fit of deſpair had attempted to make away 
| with himſelf, but had happily been pre- 
| wented from committing that horrid deed ; 
| | he reſpectfully requeſted of us, in behalf of 
the unhappy man, to contribute ſomething 
towards ſupporting him in his wretched 
circumſtances; intimating alſo, that he ſtood 
I | in need of ſome cordial medicine, Jeſt the 
malady of his mind ſhould bring on an in- 
curable diſorder of body.—As he ſeemed 
-purpoſdly to avoid entering into the parti- 
<ular circumſtances of this young man, 
ll through a motive of tenderneis, we would 
| not appear to indulge an unſcaſonable cu- 
| Fioſity, by aſking any particular queſtions, 
only where he might be ſent to. He then : 
25 told 


told us of an old ſhepherdeſs, who, as he 
had been informed, had out of compaſſion 
taken him into her hut a few days ago, and 
where he had yeſterday wounded himſelf 
with a knife; but not ſo as to endanger his 
life, being timely prevented. We told him 
he needed not to entreat but command what 
was moſt proper for us to do for the un- 
happy man; as one of our greateſt pleaſures 
in life was, the allotting a part of what we 


had to the relief of the poor and miſerable, 


—As ſoon as he was gone we ſeat him bed 
ing and other neceſſaries. I then ſent for 
my doctor, and ordered the young woman, 
whoſe unfortunate hiſtory J have before re- 
lated, who was now my houſekeeper, to go 
with him to the patient; that he might get 
ſuch things as the doctor thought neceſſary, 
and to ſee that every thing was prepared and 
adminiſtered according to the preſcription. - 
After this we ſat down to an entertain- 
ment , provided ſuitable to. the preſent oc- 
caſion—in which however luxury had no 
ſhare! for we ſhould have thought ourſelves 
unworthy of ſuch a day, had we made an im- 
proper uſe of it. Each partook of the others 
pleaſure; and even trifles, which to many 
Vol. II. 3 would 


vould have been unnoticed, through a want 
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of conformation or taſte for the ſofter tranſ- 
ports of the ſoul, were to us — — and 
entertaining ; and from the proper eſtima- 
tion of them, afforded us more pleaſure than 
the diſſipated often find, in the more ſtudied 
and extravagant inventions for idle murth; 
while the ſprightly ſallies of Amalia's wit 
gave our converſation a moſt agreeable and 
lively turn.—Her raillery now and then 


with Steeley about the Coſſac girl, and his 


repartees in return, opened a fund of mirth 
and pleaſantry, while each ſprightly wit- 
ticiſm afforded us new entertainment. 

In the midſt of this our innocent enjoy- 


ment came in our houſekeeper, who was 


juſt returned from the young man, and, with 
looks of violent agitation and aſtoniſhment, 
told us ſhe had found her faithleſs lover, 
who was himſelf the miſerable object con- 


cerning whom we had fo kindly intereſted 


ourſelves; and that he had in the moſt pe- 


nitential manner implored her forgiveneſs 


for the injuries he had done her; and ! 
have forgiven him, added ſhe, and am now 
come to intercede for him with you; for his 


conſcience has ſufficiently puniſhed him.— 
1 He 
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He told me, that after he had ſo baſely for- 
ſaken me, he went to Haerlem, where he 
gave himſelf up to every exceſs, in hopes to 
drown the ſenſe of the horrid deed he had 
done; which ſucceeded for a few months, 
when conſcience waking as from a dream, 
rouſed him from his lethargy, and brought 
to his view, in all the frightful colours of 
recollection, the dreadtul ſituation in which 
he had left me; and that in all human pro- 
bability his perfidy had been the death of 
me, and the unhappy fruit of our mutual 
love. —Stung with all the horrors of re- 
morſe and black deſpair, he flew to the place 
where he had forſaken me; but either his 
conſcience not permitting him to make a 
ſtrict enquiry after me, or not. Knowing where 
to apply for proper information, he wan- 
dered about the meadows for two whole days, 
without taſting any food; and was almoſt 
overcome with hunger and wearineſs, when 
he was found by an old ſhepherdeſs, who, 
with great compaſſion conducted him to 
her hut; — and here he told me he had de- 
termined at once to put an end to his miſery, 
and puniſh his baſeneſs to me by putting an 
end to his wretched life. — And now, 3 
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"ſhe, it remains with you, my - generous 
._ benefactors (looking particularly at me) 
whether your - generous : benevolence will 
graciouſly reſtore to him and me new life, 
by overlooking the crimes of a penitent 
ſinner, for I confeſs that I love him as much 
as if he had never offended me; but (here 
the again fixed her eyes on me) I cannot 
leave you !*—As., ſhe had really proved 
herſelf worthy of our paſt kindneſs, ſhe 
certainly merited that we ſhould now in- 
tereſt ourſelves in promoting her happaneſs 
we therefore ordered her lover to be brought 
to a houſe next door to us, and in the even- 
ing we all went to ſee him. His wound was 
not dangerous, and the joy of having found 
again his beloved miſtreſs had ſo much re- 
vived him, that he was able to ſpeak and 
expreſs a juſt ſenſe of his crimes. He was 
going to give us a detail of the unhappy 
circumſtances, but as we were ſatisfied with 
his remorſe, we ſpared him the confuſion 
of being his own accuſer.— He claimed alſo 
ſome ſhare of our pity and forgiveneſs on 
account of his youth, he being yet not 


quite 8 twenty four. | | 
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We amufed ourſelves the reſt of the 
evening with a little concert of muſic, per- 
formed by ourſelves: I played the harpſi- 
cord, and the bride, Caroline, and myſelf 
alternately accompanied it with our voices; 
while my little daughter, who was not quite 
{ix years old, had the preſumption to aſk - 
Steeley to dance with her, and almoft 
tempted us all to partake of the ſame di- 
verſion; he poſtponed it however, and at 
a ſeaſonable hour we conducted the bride and 
| bridegroom to their apartment, where we 
left them to the completion of their love! 

The next morning, while I was conſult: 
ing with the Count how we ſhould enter- 
tain our new married couple that day, a 
ſervant came and informed him that an Eng. 
liſh gentleman without deſired to ſpeak witli 
him. He was ordered to conduct him in, 
and the moment he entered the room, we 
ſaw by his face, that it was Steeley's father 
His hair, which was ſilver white, wore the re- 
ſemblance of old age; but his lively and 
expreſſive eye, his ruddy countenance, his 
chearful and majeſtic mien bore not the 
leaſt mark of life's decline. Addreſſing 


Rent to the Count in French, Iam 
| 3. come, 


1 
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come, my lord, ſaid he, to enquire of you 
the particulars concerning my ſon; and 
though I ſhould not be ſo happy as to ſee 
my ſon again in this life, yet I thought I 
would at leaſt ſatisfy myſelf by perſonally 
enquiring of you, whether you can inform 
me where he is: for all the intelligence 
1 can get. from Moſcow is, that he was to 
be ſet at liberty. at Siberia: this, and the 
great deſire I had to ſee a perſon ſo de- 
ſervedly dear to my ſon, has made me now 
undertake a voyage by ſea, though in the 


ſeventy-ninth year of my age.” Nor will 
you, Sir, have any cauſe to repent your voy- 


age, replied the Count. I have received 
letters from your ſon dated from Moſcow, 


and I have the ſatisfaction to inform you, 


that we daily expect him here. How long, 
Sir, do you think you can ſtay? A whole 
twelve-month, replied the old gentleman, 
cr longer, if at the expiration of that I-may. 
expect to ſee my ſon. = 
My huſband then ſatisfied the tender 
father's anxious curioſity, by giving him a 
ſnort detail of particular circumſtances re- 


lative to his fon, while I ſtepped to the happy 
Pair to ſee if they were ſtirring; and finding 


them 


E 
them in their mornin dreſs, I ſent privately 
to the Count to let him know they were 
riſen, amuſing them by telling them, that 
the Count would be with them preſently 
to invite them to a party on the water. 
At that inſtant the door flew open, and 
preſented to our view the Count conduct- 
ing in our venerable friend, whom Steeley 
no ſooner fixed his eyes on, than, ſtarting, 
from the ſide of Amalia who held him 
by the hand, he flew-on the neck of his 
father. The ſcene was affecting! His 
father ſtood ſpeechleſs for ſome momente, 
with his eyes riveted on Steeley; when, 
exclaiming at laſt, Yes! thou art my ſon 
my dear, my only ſon.—Gracious God, 
I thank thee! now can I die in peace 
Give me a chair, my ſon, for my legs can 
hardly ſupport me.” Amalia immediately 
reached him one, and we with great ſo- 
lemnity ranged ourſelves around him. 
Recovering himſelf, he aſked who. Amalia 
was? © Since yeſterday, Sir, ſaid ſhe, I 
have been the wife of your ſon; and I hope 
his choice will have your bleſſing and ap- 
probation.” Are you really m daugh- 
ter, cried the old gentleman, taking her 
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with great tenderneſs by the hand, them 
give me a kiſs, and tell me what country- 
woman you are?“ He paid her a great 
many compliments, and afked her a great 
many queſtions; which, though they were 
not of much importance, yet as they ſerved 
to illoftrate his worthy, honeſt character, 
gave us much pleaſure and entertainment. 

He was diſpleaſed at hearing we had not 
danced at the wedding. Not danced, 
eried he, why what fort of a wedding has 
this been? A cuſtom held good by our 
_ forefathers ought by no means to be abo- 
hſhed, but rather kept up in a religious 
veneration.— Moſt certainly we ſhould be 
merry on our wedding-day. When we 
come to London, I will 1m "ih every thing 
in the ſelf fame manner as it was at my 
wedding: and though that is now fifty. 
years ago, yet I can tell you I can remem- 
ber every thing as circumſtantially as if it 
was bur yeſterday ! Ir is true, continued he 
to Amalia, you are rather handſomer than 
my late wife was; but ſhe was more ele- 
gantly dreſſed on her wedding- day than 
you.” Here he deſcribed his wife in the 


full dreſs then in vogue, with all the rapture, 
N 
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of an old man prejudiced in favour of 
every thing that was in faſhion in hig 
younger years; and Amalia, by way of 
compliment, promiſed him that ſhe would 
imitate this dreſs, at leaſt in that part be- 
longing to the head and neck; which ſhe 
accordingly did. Her hair hung in ringlets 
down her ſhoulders, which, together with 
her large wide ſleeves tied with ſeveral 
bunches of ribbon, and her ſmall taper 
waiſt, gave her ſuch an appearance as quite 
charmed the old gentleman. 1 

Steeley, at the requeſt of his father, 
now began the detail of his adventures. 
When he came to any melancholy relation, 
his father was ſo affected, he could not re- 
frain from tears; yet amidſt his concern, 
he frequently made remarks on particular 
circumſtances, Forinſtance; when Steeley 
firſt began to ſpeak of his ſufferings, he 
_ exceedingly blamed his conduct (though 
with great tenderneſs) for leaving the ſuite - 
of the ambaſſador and entering into the 
army; ſoon after however he embraced 
him, for his generous behaviour to. the 
Count on his march to Moſcow. * There, 
ſaid he, thou diſcoveredſt thyſelf to be my, 


ſon! 
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ſon !—God is my witneſs, I ſhould have 
done the ſame thing, had I been in my ſon's | 
place: for thoſe only deſerve the name of 
friends, who prove themſelves ſuch ia time 
of need.” Neither did he blame him much 
for the part he took in his controverſy 

with the clergyman. * Thou haſt cer- 
tainly paid dear, ſaid he, for ſpeaking the 
truth; and indeed; as the truth is not to 
be ſpoken at all times, ſo here perhaps it 
would have been prudent to have acted 
with more circumſpection, and not have 
ſpoken thy ſentiments ſo freely. However, 
it is better to ſpeak our ſentiments with a 
manly freedom, than to conceal them 
through a cowardly fear: and when I 
conſider thee as having ſuffered for the 
cauſe of religion, I cannot help beholding 
thee in the light of a martyr; and I give 
God thanks for enabling thee to ſupport - 
thy trials with ſuch'chriſtian fortitude !” 


r 


and generous heart than me and my ſon. 
It is to you that I am indebted for the hap- 
pineſs of now beholding him, and for this 

ſhall ever be grateful!— yea, both in this 
life and the next will J love and praiſe 
thee !“ When he came to the relation of 
his love for Amalia, he took care to men- 

tion ſuch circumſtances only, as he knew - 
would in a particular, manner ſtrike his fa- 
ther; intimating with great delicacy: that 
their converſation-had turned upon nothing 
but friendſhip, till preparations were made 
for their departure for Moſcow, when he 
thought it neceſſary to come: to an eclair- 
ciſſement. This pleaſed the old gentleman 
not a little; for as it was manifeſt from his 
ſon's diſcourſe, that Amalia had not per- 
mitted him the leaſt familiarity before her 
marriage, ſo it raiſed her in the higheſt de- 
gree in his eſteem: in ſhort, he was ſo 
pleaſed with her conduct, that every thing 
ſeemed lovely in his daughter Amalia; and 
when the narration was ended, he took her 
in his arms, and tenderly embracing her 
faid, my ſon is not worthy of you It 
is true, he merits a good wife; but by what 
can he render himſelf deſerving of _ 5 
| ou 
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Fou hall go with me to London, where 1 


have a large handſome houſe for you to 
live in; and there is not in all the world 
ſach another place for you to reſide in as 
London.“ What, not in all the world? 
cried Amalia.“ Yes, replied he with an” 
arch ſmile, every place where you reſide;ꝰ 
* and if you, madam, addreſſing himſelf 
to me, can put up with my plain manners, 


which differ ſomewhat perhaps from the 


— mode of politeneſs, I will tay with 
er here a few days longer.” With all his 


pecuharities he was certainly a moſt ami- 


able good charatter.—He was free indeed 
in his ſpeech, - but he never tranſgreſſed the 
rules of good breeding; and as his preju- 
dices were innocent, they never gave of- 
fence. 

We ſpent this and the ee day in 
celebrating the wedding according to his 
taſte; z and from his agreeable chearfulneſs 
and vivacity, he infuſed into us all, by his 
example, mirth and gatety. His motro 
was, be merry and wiſe.“ “ My ſon, 
ſaid he, has cauſed me many melancholy 
hours, and now he ſhall crown the reſt of 


wy ye with. _ ” He danced the 


ſame 
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ſamè evening till eleven o'clock, and wag 
to Sir R—, the Count, and his ſon, a 


perfect youth in activity. This, ſaid 


he, is the proper way of celebrating a 
wedding, though I have not fat up ſo late 
. theſe forty years. — But there is no fin in 


dancing; and were I even to die this 
very night, my conſcience would not re- 
proach me for having thus ſpent the day.“ 


Sir R— took this opportunity to aſk him, 


by what means he had preſerved, to his old 


age, duch..an' uncommon flow of ſpirits 3 
and how he had arrived to that perfection 
of virtue, as to be above the fear of death, 


at a period when, according to the courſe 


of nature, he was ſo apparently near it? 
That I poſſeſs, replied he, ſuch health 
and ſpirits, is the gift of God, and the re- 
ſult of a regular life, to which I have ac- 


— 
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cuſtomed myſelf from my earlieſt years; 


and wherefore ſhould I be afraid of death? 
J have followed trade many years as a 
merchant, and have in all my dealings 
acted with integrity; and God is my wit- 
neſs that, knowingly, I have never wronged 


_ -any one of a ſingle penny.—T have been 
benevolent to the poor and. afflicted, and 
Ry 7 God 


\ 
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God will be benevolent to me le Fhis 
world yields its. pleaſures, but the world to 
come will yield pleaſures for evermore.” — 
- Could one but revere ſuch a man as this? 
who, - notwithſtanding his having been 
brought up to trade from his youth, poſ- 
ſeſſed ſuch noble and elevated ſentiments— 

' ſentiments ſo. rare to be found in. the breaſt 
«ef a trader; whoſe confined maxims are 
« deſtructive of the ſocial virtues, and tend 
to deftroy thoſe refined feelings of the foul 
that diſtinguiſn man from man! He ex- 
preſſed no particular ſatisfaction at the 
great fortune Amalia had brought his ſon. 
My ſon, ſaid he, thou poſſeſſeſt a 
greater fortune than many thou haſt alſo. 
à ꝑreater duty. to diſcharge by making a 

Proper uſe of thy fortune.“ 

„After he had thus enjoyed himſelf with 
all. the ſatisfaction that a tender father 
could with in the decline of life, he began 
to think of returning to his native country; 
nor could all our endeavours divert him 
from this reſolution. ] will die, ſaid he, 
in London, and be buried near my wife; 
therefore let me go before the tempeſtuous 
winds ſet in; I will, leave my ſon behind, 

and 
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and he. may ſtay with you if he will till the 

ſpring.” But young Steeley could by no 
means think of letting his father go by 
- himſelf, neither was he willing to leave 
us. — In ſhort, all of us, 2 Caroline, 


reſolved to accompany the old gentleman 
to London. This gave him great joy.; 
for it was what he had all along wiſhed, 
but had not reſolution to make the re- 
| gueſt. | 
| Before we departed, old Mr, Steeley 
gave us another proof of the goodneſs of 
his heart: Wid, which was the name of 
the young man who had forſaken his 
miſtreſs, as before mentioned, was now 
perfectly recovered, and wiſhed for nothing. 
more than to be .united with his beloved, 
and reconciled to his father: upon which, 
we wrote to his father, to try if we could. 
not bring about a reconciliation : but he 
was. inexorable, nor would liſten to ought 
that could be urged in his favour; aſſuring 
us that he conſidered him in ſo deteſtable 
a light, that, in order to prevent him from 
ſharing any part of his fortune after his 
deceaſc, he had di inherited him by will. 
Wie really pitied the young man, as his 
| .preſent 
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preſent behaviour ſeemed. to iomiſe that 
is future conduct would atone for the miſ- 
conduct of his youth. He had ſtudied at 
the Univerſity at Leyden till he was ſeven- 
teen, when he was obliged by his father's 
orders to employ himſelf in a merchant's 
- compting-houſe. Andreas, to whom ſuch 
. a man was uſeful, was very ready to take 
him at the firſt overture, and even ad- 
mitted him as a kind of partner in trade. 
Things being thus agreeably ſettled on all 
ſides, we made a little. entertainment as a 
wedding: feaſt for the young couple; white 
Amalia very liberally ſet out the brice, 
and old. Mr. Steeley and the Count gave 
- the bridegroom a thouſand dollars : we ad- 
vanced him alſo a little capital to trade 
with; after which we acquainted his father 
with our proceedings, in hopes it might in- 
duce him at- laſt to be reconciled: to his 
child. Then committing our houſe and 
daughter to the faithful care of Caroline, 
we on the twelfth day after. the arrival of 
old Mr. Steeley embarked for England; 
and the wind was ſo favourable to us, that 
in two or three days we arrived within a few” 


miles of London; when meeting with a 
1 packet. 
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packet- boat we, in order to facilitate our 
voyage, quitted our own veſſel and got on 
board the packet. But it proved à moſt 
unfortunate circumſtance for us. 
Me were all got into the boat except 
Amalia's old ſervant Chriſtopher, who was 
going to reach his maſter the cabinet, 
which held the greateſt part of Amalia's 
fortune, conſiſting of gold and jewels; 

while Steeley and one of the Count's ſer- 
vants ſtood waiting to receive it. But they 
waited, alas, in vain! for Chriſtopher, 

' whether through careleſſneſs, or that it was 
owing to the ſtrong motion of the veſſel; 
let the cabinet fall before our eyes into the 

ſea; and at the ſame inſtant, either through 

fright, or that he leaned too much over 
the ſhip's ſide, precipitated himſelf head- 
long after it! and it was with great difficulty 
we ſaved his life, beſides loſing in a mo- 
ment, a fortune of fifty thouſand dollars! 

Amalia for ſome moments eppeared very 

thoughtful; when, breaking filence at laſt, 

« am I, ſaid ſhe to Steeley with a ſigh, as 

dear to you as before this accident ?” | He 

aſſured her in the moſt ſolemn manner that 
ſhe was as dear to him as ever! This made 
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her eaſy, and ſhe again reſumed her wonted 
cheerfulneſs. Little as the old gentleman 
regarded money, he could not however for- 
get the accident, and in a long harangue to 
Chriſtopher rebuked him for his careleſſ- 
neſs; after which, taking Amalia by the 
hand, „ be of good cheer, ſaid he, I have 
enough, God be praiſed, to enable you 
both to live comfortably after. I am 
gone.“ 

Poor Chriſtopher loſt his life by this ac- 
cident; for he came ſick do London, and 
died ſoon after our arrival there. Amalia 
and Steeley had a particular regard for this 
man; and notwithſtanding he had been the 
means of their ſuſtaining ſuch a loſs, yet 
they never reflected on him for it; but on 
the contrary, thought they were bound in 
duty to reward him, for his faithful attach- 
ment, firſt to Amalia, and afterwards to 
her Steeley: which they did by the moſt 
generous attention to him during his illneſs; 
and as ſoon as they found by his phyſician 
that there was but little hope of his reco- 
very, they had him brought into a room 
next to their own; to conyince him that 
they = not in the leaſt reflect on him for 
; what 
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what had happened—as it was the appre- 
henſion of this that had lain heavy on his 
mind. A little while before he died I went 
into the room with Amalia, when the old 
gentleman came in alſo; and ſeated himſelf 
by the bed-ſide to ſee him expire. He 
dies very eaſy, ſaid he to me; and if it 
were God's will, I could wiſh to go out of 
the world with him.” The dying man 
ſeemed as if he wanted to raiſe himſelf up; 
but in making the effort, a ſtream of blood 
guſhed from his mouth, and poor Chriſto- 
pher was no more! Am ] not frightened, 
cried old Mr. Steeley, trembling?“ at 
which we were going to lead him out of 
the room, but we found he could not ſup- 
port himſelf on his legs, ſo that we were 
obliged to have him carried out. He then 
deſired to have his grandfather's elbow 
chair, ſaying, ce that ſhall be the bed on 
which I will die, for I feel my end ap- 
proaching.” The chair being brought, 
he deſired us to place it near the window 
that looked into the garden, that he might 
lift up his eyes and behold the heavens. 
Being ſeated; he lifted up his hands, and 
begged 11s (for we were all preſent) not to 
K 2 citurb 
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diſturb him. After he had prayed with 
great fervour for ſome time, he called his 
fon ; to whom he ſaid, © I feel that I ſhall 
ſoon die. The death of your good ſer- 
_ vant Chriſtopher has very much affected 
me; but that cannot now be helped. — 
Here is the key of my bureau; God bleſs 
you and your wife with what I leave be- 
hind, a penny of which has not been diſ- 
honeſtly got.” | | 
The doctor (whom we immediately ſent 
for) came, and opened a vein in his arm, 
which at firſt he was unwilling to have 
done; but there came no blood. He then 
tried to bleed him in the foot, but with the 
ſame ſucceſs; no blood came. See, 
ſaid the old gentleman, how vain is all your 
art, when God aſſiſts it not. What hopes 
have you now? None, replied the doctor. 
At which he ſaid, © I am pleaſed that you 
ive me your opinion thus candidly.” — 
The doctor then recommended to him, to 
make uſe of the few remaining moments 
he yet had, in ſettling his affairs, and to 


Prepare for eternity. He ſmiled, and with 


an air of benignity in his countenance, 
think you, ſaid he, that in fourſcore 
4 I. years 


TW] 


pare myſelf for death? God may call me 
when he in his mercy ſees fit; 1 am ready 
cheerfully. to obey his ſummons; and have 
now nothing more to do than juſt to take 
a parting leave of thoſe about me. Where 
are my children, continued he, and my 
welcome gueſts ?” At this we got up, and 
he took a moſt affectionate and affecting 


leave of each of us in particular. Oh]! 
cried he with a pleaſing emotion, how de- 
lightful will be the joys of the other 


world -I feel myſelf enraptured with the 


thought! which of you ſhall I firſt em- 


brace there? - pauſing, I feel, conti- 
nued he, a ſort of dimneſs before my eyes, 
etherwiſe I am very well; very“ Here 
he fell into a kind of fainting fit, and ſoon 
after expired! R | 

Thus was the beginning of our reſidence 
in London rendered painful by this me- 
Jancholy event; while the noiſe and buſtle 


of this great city, together with the many 
viſits we were obliged to receive on our ar- 
rival, became ſo troubleſome to us, that 
ve determined, after the funeral of Mr. 

Steeley, to ſpend the remainder of the au- 
1 K 3 tumn 


years I have not had time enough to pre- 
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tumn and the enſuing winter at Steeley's 
country ſeat, which was but a few miles 
from London. Here we lived fix months 
in the moſt perfect happineſs, enjoying all 
the ſweets of a rural retreat; for we ſeldom 
viſited aH 


of our neighbours, except the 
ſiſter of Steeley's former bride, whom we 
often had with us. She was the only ſur- 
viving branch of her family, and had de- 
_ termined never to marry. None but ſhe 
knew my huſband's real rank and condi- 
tion, he paſſing among the neighbours for 
a pnvate- gentleman under the name of 
 Loewenhoek. This. lady, beſides being 
exceedingly handſome, was poſſeſſed of 
the moſt amiable qualifications. She, 
Aamalia, and I ſpent many an hour at the 
tomb of her ſiſter, and honoured her me- 
mory with the libation of our tears. 
The ſpring being now far advanced, 
many families from London were haſtening 
to their ſeats in the country. The neareſt 
ſeat to'us belonged to the ſecretary of ſtate, 
one Mr. Robarts, who formerly had been 
a fellow-collegian of Steeley's at Oxford. 
Steeley being deſirous to ſee an old ac- 
quaintance whom he had not ſeen for ſo 
5 many 
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many years, as ſoon as he heard he Was 
arrived at his ſeat, ſent him a letter, ac- 
quainting him that he ſhould take the li- 
berty to wait on him, and bring with him 
his wife and a couple of worthy friends. 
Mr. Robarts not having the leaſt know- 
ledge of Steeley's return from Moſcow, 
was ſo ſurpriſed and overjoyed to hear that 
he was ſo near him, that the next day he 
ſent him a moſt friendly anſwer to his let- 
ter; and as a teſtimony of his earneſt de- 
fire to ſee him, ſent his own carriage to 
fetch him. Sir R being a little indiſ- 
poſed, we were obliged to leave him behind; 
and we four ſet out in the coach for 
Mr. Robarts's, where we arrived a little 
before dinner. He received us with the 
utmoſt politeneſs and hoſpitality. Steeley 
preſented my huſband to him under his 
feigned name, as a particular friend whom 
he had brought with him from Siberia. 
Happening to have no company but 
ourſelves he haſtened dinner, that we might 
have an opportunity of enjoying our con- 
verſation undiſturbed. But we were ſcarce 
ſeated, and the uſual compliments paſſed, 
when a ſeryant entered the room, and an- 
K 4 nounced 
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nounced the arrival of a ſtranger; but he 
ſpoke ſo low we only heard the word am- 
baſſador. Muſt we then be diſturbed ? 
cried Mr. Robarts peeviſhly, and inſtantly 
got up and went with the ſervant out of 
the room. We continued ſetting, and 
waited with impatience the entrance of the 
new guelt. But, good heavens! what a 
fight was preſented to the view of the Count 
and me, when we ſaw Mr. Robarts re- 
turn uſhering in the prince of S—. In 
an inftant we both ſprang from the table, 
and were at a loſs, whether we ſhould con- 
tinue in, or quit the room. The prince 
ſtood for ſome moments motionleſs ; then 
advanced towards me, as if he knew not 
whether he ſhould believe his own eyes: 
when diſcovering the Count, he ſeemed 
ſtruck with the utmoſt confuſion and 
aſtoniſhment, and turned as pale as death. 
Mr. Robarts took no notice of this myſte- 
nous behaviour, but entreated the prince 
and us, whom he called his friends, to fit 
down to table. The prince thanked him, 
but faid, he had already dined, and had 
only come to divert himſelf an hour of two 
with Jim in hunting; to which Mr. Ro- 
| barts 


[ 153 ] 


barts politely replied, he was ready to at- 
tend his highneſs immediately; but he 
told him he would not take him from his 
company: © only give me your huntſman, 
faid he confuſedly, and in the evening 1 
will certainly be your gueſt.” Then bowing 
to us he haftily withdrew, Mr. Robarts at- 
tending him out. Being now by ourſelves, 
* Ah! ſaid the Count, addreſſing himſelf 
to Steeley, whither have you brought us! 
what will become of me and my wife! 
whither ſhall we fly! The perſon who juſt 
now entered is the prince of S—; and as 
he is ambaſſador from the court of Swe- 
den, he will certainly remain here, and I'— _ 
at this inſtant Mr. Robarts returned, and 
ſeemed very uneaſy. © I know not the 
reaſon, ſaid he, but the prince ſeems very 
much diſcompoſed ; he either knows ſome 
of you, or at leaſt imagines that he does. 
—He aſked me particularly about you 
(meaning the Count) but I told him 1 
hardly knew you myſelf, only as the parti- 
cular friend of my friend. —He is lately ar- 
rived here on-an embaſly from the court of 
Sweden, and probably will ſoon return to 
his command in the army.” _ PS: 
* 1 
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Our worthy hoſt now plainly diſcovered, 
from the viſible conſternation in our coun- 
tenances, that there was ſomething myſte- 
rious in this affair; and begged us, if it 
was not of too much conſequence, we 
would make him acquainted with it.—* J 
will diſcloſe the whole ſecret to you, Sir, 
ſaid the Count, and likewiſe beg your pro- 
tection, if you think I merit it. I am the 
Count of G-—, which name perhaps you 
have heard of, from the misfortunes that 
have attended me. It is now about twenty- 
eight years ago, that I had the misfortune 
to be tried and condemned, by an arbitrary 
ſentence of a court-martial, to loſe my lite, 
when I filled the poſt of colonel in the 
Swediſh ſervice.” - He then briefly related 
what had happened to him after the ſen- 


tence, and that for his ſecurity he had 


taken the name of Loewenhoek while he 
was a priſoner in Ruſſia. © The prince, 


added he, who came in juſt now, is my 


enemy; and I am fully perſuaded that the 
ſentence pronounced againſt me, was the 
effect of his malice. . I forbear to mention 
the baſe motive that moved him to ſeek my 


: £2 Sefivution ; for perhaps it has been as de- 


ſtructive 


1 
ſtructive to his own peace of mind, as his 
baleful revenge has been to mine. From 
the aſtoniſhment he diſcovered at ſeeing me, 
I imagine he thought I was dead long ago; 
and who knows but that in ſuch a length of 
time, his enmity towards me may be dead 
allo. Now, Sir, it remains with you, whe- 
ther you think me worthy of the protection 
I ſolicit; if I am not as innocent as I have 
_ repreſented myſelf to you, then may the 

divine Being ſuffer me to periſh by the 
hands of this my enemy.” 

Mr. Robarts liſtened with attentive ſilence 
to the Count; and when he came to the 
circumſtances of his trial, a glow of honeſt 
indignation kindled in his cheeks, ar the 
prince's conduct towards him. Taking 
him by the hand, © you ſhall continue 
here with me, ſaid he—l will uſe all my in- 
tereſt at court for the ſecurity of your per- 
ſon; and if that 1s not ſufficient, you may 
command my life; and you may rely on 
my word, as the word of a man of the 
ſtricteſt honour I ſhall in about an hour 
or two go and meet the prince, to attend 
him here; and at my return, I ſhall give 


you my advice what will be belt for ygu to 
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do, as I then ſhall be able to judge of his 
preſent diſpoſition towards you. In the 
mean time oblige me with the relation of 
what has farther happened to you, for I ſee 
none of us has any inclination to eat.” 
The Count readily complied with his re- 
queſt; and when he had ended, © be aſ- 
ſured, faid Mr. Robarts, I am your friend; 
more I cannot ſay, but my actions ſhall de- 
monſtrate the ſincerity of my profeſſions.” 
He now ſet off to meet the prince, and 
ged we would divert ourſelves in the 
garden till he came back ; where, agitated 
with hope and fear, we waited with the ut- 
moſt impatience for his return; and had al- 
molt reſolved to depart without his leave, 
when we perceived him and the prince at 
laſt enter the garden; at which ſight every 
nerve ſeemed agitated within me! while 
the prince, viſibly confuſed, walked up to 
the Count and aukwardly embraced him 
hen, as if to recover himſelf, paid his 
compliments to me and Amalia. This 
done, he addreſſed himſelf to the Count in 
the following manner: 
It is true, my lord, I have not always 
Deen your friend; yet believe me I ih 
35 ; with 
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with the utmoſt ſincerity offer you my 


friendſhip, and hope in return you will 
give me your's. You need not wonder at 
my aſtoniſnment at ſeeing you and the 
Counteſs, as it was thought you had both 
been dead ſeveral years ago. I know you 
have had injuſtice done you in the army, 
and it now remains with yourſelf to name 
what ſatisfaction you would deſire, and it 
ſhall be granted you.” —*< None, replied 
the Count, but what you have already 
given me, viz. that of declaring my inno- 
cence, and that I am not unworthy of the 


king's favour.” To convince you, 
added the prince, how deſerving I think 


you, I here in the king's name give you 
the choice, either to return. with me to the 
army in Sweden, where I offer you the poſt 
of a general, which preferment will atone 
for the diſgrace you ſuffered when a colonel, 
as it will be the beſt declaration of your 
innocence; or, if this is not agreeable to 
you, and you would chuſe to remain in 
England, I will uſe my intereſt with his 
majeſty, to conſtitute you his envoy here 
after I am gone, — What ſay you, my lord, 


give me your conſent to accept of one of 
4 theſe 
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theſe places, and thereby give me the ſatiſ- 
faction of proving my eſteem for you, 
and my endeavours to make amends for 
what is paſt.” But the Count declined 
both theſe offers. I am contented, may 
it pleaſe your highneſs, ſaid he, that you 
are now my friend, and have promiſed to 
reinſtate me in my royal maſter's favour ; 
more 1] do not deſire. —Should I enter again 
into the buſy world, I might perhaps arrive 
at honours, but I might alſo be rendered 
again unfortunate! I mean not therefore to 
enter again into public life, but ſpend the 
remainder of my days in a Peaceful retire- 
ment with my beloved wife.“ Mr. Robarts 
here joining us, the converſation became 
general, and our apprehenſions of the 
prince began to ſubſide. Whether his re- 
venge was ſatiated, or that remorſe had 
taken place in his breaſt, {ſuffice it, he teſti- 
fied the whole evening the utmoſt fatif- 
faction to find the Count alive, whom he 
had accounted dead an age ago; while the 
Count on his part behaved towards him 
with as much courteſy and reſpect, as if 
he had never been injured by him. 


HFaving 


. 
Faving thus ſpent the evening in perfect 
harmony and ſatisfaction, the prince took 


his leave of us, his preſence being neceſſary 


in London early in the morning. If 


you are my friend, ſaid he to the Count, 


embracing him, I requeſt that you will 
come and ſee me in the courſe of the week; 
if not I ſhall come and ſee you.” The 
Count aſſured him he would certainly do 
himſelf that honour. But it was not per- 


| mitted him to keep that promiſe. The 
time was now come, when I was to loſe 


him for ever! for that very night he was 
ſeized with a moſt malignant fever. This 
haſtened our departure from the worthy ſe- 
cretary's, of whom we took a moſt affec- 
tionate leave the next morning, and ſet out 
for Steeley's country ſeat. But the Count 
continued fo ill, that when we arrived, he 
ſeemed almoſt ready to expire: and ſo vio- 


lently did the fever rage, that in two or three 


days his whole frame ſeemed entirely debi- 


| litated, and we loſt all hopes of his reco- 


very. For nine days and nights I never 
ſtirred from his bedſide, uſing all my en- 


deavours to ſave him, even againſt the de- 
Cree 
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1 cree of Providence, ſo dear was he ſtill to 


me! 


Three days before he died he expreſſed a 
deſire to oe the prince, upon which I in- 
ſtantly diſpatched a meſſenger to him, re- 
queſting the favour of his preſence; and he 


came early the next morning. He ap- 


peared ſhocked at ſeeing the ſituation of 
the Count, who, when he approached the 
bed, feebly articulated the following words: 
« Your highneſs ſees I now ſtand in no 
need of any farther favours from the king; 
and I only ithed to ſee your highneſs to 
take my leave of you, and aſſure 3 you I die 
in perfect friendſhip with you.” The 
e was ſo affected, aud at the ſame time 
ſo confuſed with the ſenſe of the injuries he 
had done him, that he could not anſwer 
him; but fat in a kind of ſtupor by the 
\  bedfide for near half an hour, — the 
Count's hand. He aſked him at laſt, if 
there was nothing he could teſtify his re- 
gard for him by, beſides his preſent {rnd ? 
But the Count was ſo low he could ſcarce 
ſpeak, and begged the prince to retire. 
He accordingly went away with ſeeming 


Best * nor had reſolution enough to 
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take his leave of me!-=Fhe next day, 
after a refreſhing fleep, the Count ſeemed '* 
to be a little revived; when Mr. and Mrs. 
Steeley, and Sir R—, though he was ex= 
ceedingly ill himſelf, went to him by the 
bed- ſide; and he with great compoſure tus 
addreſſed vs: © A little while ago 1 
thought I ſhould never have ſeen you again. 
Ah!] my beloved wife, 1 do not find it hard 
to die, but it ſeems hard to leave you and 
my dear friends. I am now dying; and to 
you, my dear R—, I leave my ſpouſe!” 
He could utter no more, and about mid- 
ngne ae Gas. 1 
I will not pretend to deſcribe my grief 
on this mournful event: ſufficient is it to 
ay; [ loſt a huſband who was an example 
of the moſt tender conjugal love, even to 
a degree of exceſs.—] found a pleaſure in 
indulging my tears, which hindered me 
from taking any reſt for ſeveral weeks; 
while Amalia, inſtead of endeavouring to 
comfort me, grieved and wept with me: 
and as for Sir R-—, he was ſo ill he was 
obliged to be upon the bed the heſt part f 
the day, which augmented my affliction, 7 
In the mean time Steeley ſeemed attentive. 
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to my repoſe; ; . and to endeavour to divert 
the intenſe grief that preſſed on my ſpirits, 
he perſuaded me to go back with * to 
London. 
Thus I returned again to the city, after 
having ſpent the beſt part of the year in 
the country. And here, the firſt thing I met 
with, on my arrival, was an overture from 
the prince: as ſoon as he heard of my being 
in town, he came with Mr. Robarts under 
= of paying me a viſit of condo- 
ance, on the death of- the Count; but 
within a few days he repeated his viſits ſe- 
5 times, and begged I would give him 
à petition to the king, fox the reſtoration of 
the confiſcated lands and chattels of my 
deceaſed huſband, he being about to leave 
England. To oblige him, I drew up a pe- 
tition and gave him; which I did merely 
that I might not affront him; for I wanted 
no addition to my fortune. The ſame day 
I received a viſit from the worthy ſecretary, 
who, after many apologies to me, ſaid, he 
was come upon a very particular, and ra- 
ther diſagreeable errand, as he knew not 
but that when he Ft himſelf he 
might e, give me offence, © I come, _ 
nue 


nued he, as an ambaſſador from the prinqs 
of 8. The princeſs, his lady, has been 


1nclination.” 


and indeed fo highly did I yet regard him, 
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dead ſome years, and it is his wiſh that he 
might * you back into Sweden, as his 
conſort; for certain it is he loves you ta 

adoration. In ſhort, he has ſent me to ſo- 
licit for him, and to bring him word whe- 
ther he · may dare to flatter himſelf with the 
hope of your becoming his. This, madam, 
is the ſubject of my embaſly, and I beg 
that in your anſwer you will not, through 
a delicacy to me, lay a reſtraint on your 


Mr. and Mrs. Steeley were preſent at this 
declaration, ànd poor Sir R— looked as 
frightened as if he had already loſt me; 
and indeed I was aſtoniſhed at this effron- 
tery (for in what other light could I poſſi- 
bly look upon it?) of the prince. I only 
anſwered, * here, Sir, is my huſband, if 
ever I again marry,” pointing to Sir R: 


that had I had any thoughts of marrying, 
he certainly would have been the object of 
my choice: nay, I may add, that had he 
lived, perhaps I ſhould have had tender- 
neſs or weakneſs enough, to have once more 

become 
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